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Editorial 


I must apologise that this issue of the Year Book did not 
reach you much earlier in 1993. The draft was almost com- 
pleted just after Easter, when I had a setback in my recovery 
and could not work at all for several months. The delay, 
unfortunately, has had the effect of robbing some of the 
contributions of their topicality, since they are reporting 
events which took place in 1992. However, such events 
should be recorded, even if somewhat belatedly. for 
future reference. 

An important event for the Society occurred in 1992. Our 
third Chairman, Maj.-Gen. P. G. Turpin, resigned after 15 
years in office and was succeeded by Mr D. J. Small. 

It is very difficult to find something new to write in 
appreciation of Pat Turpin. Daphne Everett wrote an 
excellent Profile of our Chairman in the 1990 summer 
Bulletin. This is a potted biography, but does not attempt to 
catalogue the many tasks he undertook for the Society. 
Indeed, it would be difficult to do so. 

Our President and our new Chairman both give their 
valedictions in their respective pieces, immediately follow- 
ing this Editorial. 

Pat performed, what I consider to be the prime tasks of 
the Chairman of the Heather Society, extremely well. He 
controlled Council meetings in such a way that our work 
was completed as efficiently as possible. He chaired our 
annual Conferences in a friendly manner, while ensuring 
that the timetable was adhered to. He represented the 
Society to the outside world. Perhaps it is no coincidence 
that the national reference collection at Wisley progressed, 
through difficulties, from an initial idea to a reality during 
his term in office. 

I know I speak for all members of the Society when I say 
“Thank you Pat for all you have done for us”. We wish you a 
long and happy retirement, and we hope to see you and 
Cherry at some of the Society's future events. 

David Small joined the Society in 1965. In 1973 he was 
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elected to the Committee, which was later to become the 
Council. Also in 1973 he became the secretary of the newly 
formed Technical Committee. He has served on that Com- 
mittee up to the present time, and continues to do so, now as 
its Chairman. 

David is among this country’s leading experts on Cape 
Heaths. He has travelled widely, both in search of heathers 
in the wild, and visiting nurserymen in Holland and 
Germany. 


In recent years he has been busy copying David McClin- 
tock’s card index of heather cultivars on to a computer in 
preparation for the publication of the International 


Register of heathers. 
These few paragraphs, which mention only some of 


David's activities, show that he is a very busy person. He has 
now added the Chairmanship of the Society to his already 
heavy work load. We welcome him to that post. May he 
enjoy his term in office. 


KOK OK OK OK 


The President Writes 


David McClintock, Platt, Kent 


The highlight of 1992 was Jean McCrindle’s Conference 
at Dundee, combined with our hospitable welcome at 
Cherrybank gardens and the unveiling there of the first 
plaque we have awarded. And we had such a splendid attend- 
ance of overseas members. It does us a power of good when 
they take the trouble and expense to show their oneness 
with us. This year we had the faithful Brita Johansson from 
Sweden (whom the Smalls visited in September), Eileen 
Petterssen from Norway (whom I was so glad to be able to 
visit in June) and Jostain Liland, as well as the happy return 


of Donald MacKay and Walter Wornick from USA. But 
also . wasn't it good!, came Art Dome from Seattle, Kate 
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Packard and her mother from America. Nor was this all. for 
from Germany our old friend Hermann Westermann drove 
over Frau Kapp-Ziemmeck and Frau Anne Bierman, who 
works with Kurt Kramer. We have to own that not only they 
were, On Occasions, somewhat impeded by strong Scottish 
accents, of which there should be fewer at Reading in 
_ September. But where were our Dutch friends? 


We feel the loss of the driving force Pat Turpin gave the 
Society for so long, and I think he feels a bit lost. being no 
longer at the helm and in the swim. But he had done far 
more than his stint. So do keep him in touch. Now David 
Small has a job to emulate him, but with plenty of ideas. 
usefully busy though he always is. I must put in a warm 
word for our brave Editor. It is wonderful how he keeps on. 
helping us so ably, when his full recovery is being so exas- 
peratingly slow. The contents of our Year Book and Bulletin 
are now being abstracted by the numinous Kew Record. 
which gives us a duty to contribute to them and to keep up 
the standard; and indeed Daphne Everett deserves our 
thanks for her bright Bulletins. We would make a poor show 
also without the hard work of our Conference organisers 
and our local organisers, who are so keen and active. But we 
could do with more local groups. so - ? And all these 
stalwarts will need a rest in due time. 


* OK OK Ok OK 


From The Chairman 


David Small, Creeting St. Mary. Suffolk 


It was with some trepidation that I accepted the post of 
Chairman, wondering how I could emulate the work and 
guidance given by our past Chairmen. Sir John 
Charrington was our first Chairman, who successfully 
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guided our then embryo Society, through its formative 
years from 1963 to 1971. It was two years after Mr. Aifred 
Bowerman took the chair that I joined Council and rememb- 
er well his kindly approach to steering the Society through 
the Seventies. In 1978,Maj-Gen Pat Turpin became Chair- 
man and led us through the Eighties with great qualities of 
leadership. His will be a very hard act to follow and it is for 
that reason that I view my term as Chairman with some awe. 
Thank you Pat for the past fifteen years and we hope to see 
you and Cherry at Society functions for the next fifteen 
at least. 

In those past fifteen years, we have seen the popularity of 
heathers reach a peak, as has the membership of the 
Society. However, there are signs that the popularity of 
heathers is on the decline and this is also reflected in a fallin 
membership. I can only ponder on the reasons why this 
should be so. Is it the recent spate of dry summers, the lack 
of a popular, up to date book on heathers with masses of 
photographs, an absence of good displays at Shows, or is it 
simply due to public whim and heathers have, perhaps, had 
their day? 

Although I do not profess to know the answer, you can 
rest assured I do not believe the latter to be true. I, therefore, 
see my first task as Chairman to be finding out the real 
reason for the decline in membership and then doing some- 
thing about it. We, the Council, have some ideas on how to 
tackle this task but it is your Society and we will always be 
pleased to hear your views on ways in which we can improve 
the Society for those who are already members and for 
others who look through the door but never come in and 
join us. 


* KK KOK 
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The 22nd Annual Conference, University 
of Dundee, September 11th - 13th 1992. 


Walter Wornick, Alstead, New Hampshire. USA 


I knew it must be Scotland, when oatcakes and blood 
(black) pudding began to appear with my cooked _ break- 
fasts. I had so enjoyed the 21st Annual Meeting in Bury St 
Edmonds and was glad that my description of the meeting 
in Heather News, the publication of the North American 
Heather Society, resulted in five Americans attending the 
meeting in Dundee. 

The smiling face of Jean McCrindle greeted me as I 
entered the meeting area of the Conference Centre of the 
University of Dundee. She and Norrie Robertson gave a 
warm welcome to each one as they arrived, and old aquain- 
tances were renewed over coffee and tea. We enjoyed our 
first meal of the weekend and the courteous and attentive 
staff did much to add to the warmth of the evening. 

The Conference was formally opened by our President, 
David McClintock, in a very modern and comfortable 
auditorium. A message of greeting was read from the North 
American Heather Society and thanks were extended to 
Jean McCrindle, Norrie Robertson and all who assisted 
them in preparing for this fine meeting. A note of best 
wishes was also read from the Turpins. Two members who 
had died during the past year were remembered, Bob Brien 
and Don Lockie. (Ken McCrindle was never far from our 
minds during the weekend). The President also recognised 
Constance MacLeod, past secretary, who was unable to 
attend, and Bert Jones who, all were happy to see, was gain- 
ing in health this year. 

Cards were circulated. so all could wish Fritz and Loni 
Kircher, the President of the German Society and his wife. 
well on the celebration of their golden wedding, and one to 
the Turpins to let them know how much they were 
missed. 
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The President said that the RHS had asked for a list of 
about 100 outstanding heathers to be recommended for the 
new Award of Garden Merit, and he circulated a suggested 
list for members comments. 


We were advised that Dr Audrey Litterick née Justice (Year 
Book 1989), who was to speak on “Diseases of Heathers”, 
had been injured in Switzerland, so there would be an 
adjustment in the programme. Mary Clark was then 
introduced,and gave a delightful talk on natural and “Con- 
tinental” flower arrangements that incorporated heather. 
She discussed the use of the microwave and silica gel in dry- 
ing flowers and felt that heathers were ideal flowers for 
floral pictures and arrangements.Her use of driftwood, 
rustic baskets, sea shells, etc., along with her sprightly dis- 
cussion of her art, certainly lit up the stage. She shared with 
us the fact that her area of Scotland had already had frost. It 
was interesting to see her use of bracken in some of her 
arrangements. We who are trying to keep bracken out of 
heather, might encourage the greater use of it in this man- 
ner. Perhaps, “More bracken in the vase, please” should be 
our motto? 

Art Dome, from Seattle, Washington, USA then 
graciously filled in with a presentation on how he takes his 
prize-winning close-ups of heather flowers. He showed 
some of his slides and discussed some of his techniques, 
such as his use of blue and black velvet as background, 
because it showed no reflections. He also demonstrated the 
use of his lens tubes and a special flower-holder that he 
developed. He urged the use of a heavy tripod, even though 
it may be a may be a bother to carry. The writer can attest to 
Art’s devotion to photography since he carried with him, 
from the USA, over $2,500 of camera equipment. He had an 
automatic rental car reserved at Heathrow Airport, but 
when he landed he found it had no trunk (boot, Ed.) so in 
deference to his camera equipment, he took a manual car, 
even though he had never driven in Britain before. Such is 
the devotion of an ardent heather photographer. 
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Saturday. Choice of blood pudding. porridge. and much 
else on the breakfast menu. Mr Leslie Bisset. Curator of the 
University of Dundee Botanic Garden opened the pro- 
gramme. He told how the Garden was established on 22 
acres in 1971 to supply teaching material for the university 
and local schools and to foster conservation efforts. The 
Garden attempted to show something of British plant com- 
munities, rather than merely exotic plant materials. For 
instance, no modern heather hybrids are in the garden. but 
only species native to Britain. 

The group then moved on to the garden nearby. We saw 
an interesting use of stone mulch, and various deciduous 
trees and conifers were discussed. The site of the Garden. 
above the Firth of Tay, gave wonderful vistas. 

The afternoon found us on a bus trip to the Angus 
Heather Nursery and we were given an on-going commen- 
tary on what we passed, which included such illustrious 
places as the house where Norrie Robertson was raised. 

The Angus Nursery not only had lovely beds and row 
after row of potted heathers, but also some interesting dwarf 
conifers. However, the most striking feature was the 
thousands of gentians in bloom and their long rows of blue 
contrasted markedly with the multi-coloured heathers. On 
our return, we passed fields of potatoes being harvested and 
were told the history of potato farming in the area. 

That evening, Norrie Robertson. Head Gardener at 
Bell's Cherrybank Gardens gave an illustrated talk. as an 
introduction to our visit on Sunday. As usual. he enthralled 
those present with his wit, friendly manner and knowledge 
of heather growing. 

He explained that he had joined Bell's in 1975 and how 
the garden had grown from some 100 cultivars in 1988 to 
over 700 at present. Over 44,500 visitors came to the garden 
last year, and it is now one of the three National Heather 
Collections in Britain. 

Norrie went on to tell how the raised beds are made and 
heathers planted in a mixture of peat and sand, followed by 
a top dressing of peat. He does all of the planting himself 
and puts in about 40 plants of each sort, in a group. No fer- 
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tiliser is used in the. He exuded pride in his work and his 
garden, and whetted the group's appetite for what they were 
to see the following day. 

Did I forget to mention our annual ice-breaking activity, 
where we break into small groups to get re-aquainted? This 
year it took the form of a crossword puzzle using the names 
of heathers. 

Sunday dawned bright and sunny and the first activity of 
the day was the 29th A. G. M. presided over by David Small 
as Deputy Chairman. Election of Officers was held and 
David was elected Chairman, as Major General Turpin did 
not stand for re-election. David spoke of the long and faith- 
ful service rendered by the Turpins and thanked the other 
officers,all of whom were re-elected. (See autumn Bulletin for 
a full report). 

During coffee break, all had an opportunity to look at a 
photographic display of heathers, that had been mounted 
by Daphne and Maurice Everett, and to purchase items on 
sale at a display set up by Anne Small, the Admin- 
istrator. 

Two short presentations followed, Dr John Griffiths on 
his work with hybridisation of heathers, and Brian 
Proudley on his experiences with heathers in New 
Zealand. 

The Proudleys had lived in Christchurch and Auckland 
and have now returned and reside in Fife. He told of various 
heather gardens he had seen inN. Z. that looked very much 
like those in Britain, except they were growing under gum 
trees, with flocks of parrots flying over head. Many 
specialised in Cape Heaths and few of the modern hybrids 
were said to be available. 


But it was time to depart for the “crown jewel” of the meet- 
ing, Bell’s Cherrybank Gardens. There was a lovely recep- 
tion and luncheon, provided by Bells and I learned the 
ingredients of a Pimms Cup. There was a presentation to 
Bells of a plaque, in honour of their maintaining a world- 
class heather garden and fostering interest in growing 
heathers. 
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A highlight of the meeting for me, was to be seated at 
lunch with Brian and Valerie Proudley. names that I only 
knew from the cover of a book that had become my Bible on 
heather growing. What a wonderful lunch and what won- 
derful conversation, learning among other things, about the 
the heathers they had named. 

The gardens, what can be said about them? A tapestry of 
colour? They have to be experienced. A beautiful site, well 
kept beds, the sound of water, beautiful birds, the tinkle of 
bells. interesting statuary ..... Even nature has been kind. 
When I asked about a bed of primroses near the stream, I 
was told that they had not been put in by the staff and are 
assumed to have been planted by birds. 

All good things come to a close and after group pictures 
at the mosaic depicting Bell's coat of arms, it was time to 
depart. 

A festive dinner was followed by an Open Forum. where 
questions could be raised in round table discussion. Very 
weighty subjects were included and ran the gamut from a 
botanical discussion of bud bloomers to a problem with a 
fox chewing on a plastic water pipe. 

The warm beer and discussion was extra special on the 
last night, as Eileen Petterssen had brought some bottles of a 
liquor distilled from a member of the Ericaceae. In the 
name of science, we all had to try it. 

Monday morning and we were all saying our last good- 
byes and looking forward to meeting again in 1993 at the 
University of Reading. 

The road sign read “Haste Ye Back To Scotland”. Thank 
you Jean and Norrie, I certainly will. 


KOK KOK Ok 
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1992 Spring Visit to Kurt Kramer 


David McClintock, Platt, Kent 


No-one who visits Kurt Kramer’s nursery in NW 
Germany fails to be entranced by all that he does there, and 
does so well. The heather garden round his fine 
Bauernhaus (where he lives with his mother, Marie) is a 
model, but tiny in size compared with the acres of land where 
he grows on his heathers, or even with the two 
spacious greenhouses where they start life. 

In the nursery are not only rows and rows stretching far 
away with the general run of commercial plants, but also 
rows of his pioneering hybrids being tried out, work which 
he began 19 years ago. These are in three groups. First came 
the carneas, where so many are so good that it requires great 
strength of mind, and wisdom, to discard any. But from this 
source have come such gems as ‘Bell's Extra Special’ 
(Whisky), “Golden Starlet. “Kramers Rubin’, ‘Isabell’, 
‘Nathalie’, “Rosalie, ‘Rosantha’, “Rotes Juwel’, “Schne- 
kuppe’., ‘Schneesturm’, “Winterfreude’ and “Wintersonne’, 
all but one duly registered. 

Then there are the Calluna crosses, notably his suc- 
cesses with bud-flowerers, thus greatly extending the colour 
range of these long-colouring plants, some with very dark 
flowers such as ‘Romina’, plus the first white, the superb 
‘Melanie’, and there are more coming on. It is a remarkable 
achievement getting seedling bud-flowerers by cross 
pollinating buds which themselves never or hardly open. 
He also made the first white multibracteate, ‘Peace (Battle 
of Arnhem’ x ‘Long White’): and ‘Stefanie (Hammondii’ x 
‘Long White’) is another white. 

The third group is of his crossings between various 
species, genera even, some new to science. Among these 
are the first successful matings of S. African species with 
Europeans, all earlier attempts to do this having failed. How 
these will succeed commercially, remains to be seen, but of 
their technical interest there is no doubt. They have yet to be 
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written up, because we need to observe them rather 
longer. 

The final delight with him is his superb photography, 
which often shows telling detail in close-ups, demonstrating 
his great skill in this as well as in the finicky business of 
crossing heathers, and then, his acumen in marketing them. 
On 22nd July 1993 he was 50. 


All this is by way of a preface to the sort of visit which 
some of us have several times paid to him in early spring. In 
1992 the party consisted of Peter Bingham, the Chairman of 
the British Heather Growers Association, David Small, 
Hilary Seager and myself, in David's very suitable Espace. 
As usual, we crossed from Sheerness to Flushing, this time 
overnight, and next day, Saturday, reached Kurt's after 
lunch, in time for the first sight of his treasures. 

This visit however differed in that we managed to fit in, 
on the next day, the annual general meeting of the German 
Society, held at Jurgen Krebs’s nursery south of Hanover. 
There we had a welcome from him and his wife and from 
other members, notably Fritz and Loni Kircher, who have 
run that Society ever since he founded it in 1977, Hermann 
Westermann and Jiirgen Schroder, all old friends. Jiirgen 
Krebs has produced, and registered, good heathers, such as 
‘Feuerwerk’, “Fokko’, ‘Hoyerhagen’ and ‘Sellingsloh’. We 
could see these in his nursery and show garden, where the 
two Presidents were photographed with him, the picture 
later appearing in the local press. (See Burmester in “Recent 
Writings’).When the visit was over, we slipped to the Botanic 
Garden at Bremen, which has had good heathers, but we 
did not rouse the Director from his Sunday rest. Back at 
Kurt's who had turned up but Herman Blum from Holland 
with his friend, Joop Dahm. 


Monday saw us at the very extensive grounds of the Hor- 
ticultural Research Station at Bad Zwischenahn not far 
from Kurt's, where we were taken round by old aquaintan- 
cenes Dr Rainer Harig and Johann Bassler, who has special 
charge of the heather trials (white carneas mostly this time) 
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and of the hundreds of heather plantings among the great 
collection of rhododendrons. Later we had time to see more 
of Kurt’s domain. 


He is the kindest of people and we came away on Tues- 
day morning with generous examples of his newer plants, 
which we can watch and evaluate. But in our, necessary, 
haste to set off, we left behind the phytosanitary certificate 
for Customs, which he had thoughtfully prepared for us. We 
realised this far beyond the point of no return. But the 
resourceful David suggested we diverted via Boskoop. 
There we had a glimpse of the new location of the 
Experimental Station with its heathers, where we were 
accompanied by it’s the then Director, Gerd Fortgens. And 
David managed to get another certificate, an even better one 
allowing for the full variety that Kurt had dowered us with. 
Home safely on Wednesday morning. 


* * KK * 


Arthur Bell Distillers Heather Scholarship 
Project 1989/90: A Review 


T. A. Julian, Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire 


In 1989, Arthur Bell Distillers sponsored the second 
annual Bells Heather Scholarship at the Northern Hor- 
ticultural Society's gardens at Harlow Carr, Harrogate. Dur- 
ing the previous year Simon Mailer, the first scholar 
worked on a project of his own choosing, ‘The establish- 
ment of heathers on reclaimed colliery spoil tips’. He also 
gave the Bells Lecture on this subject at the Durham Con- 
ference in 1989. 


Starting a research programme on heathers in Septem- 
ber, close to the end of the growing season, and producing a 
worthwhile report by August of the following year poses 
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almost insoluble problems. Of the few projects which were 
considered to be suitable for the 1989 scholarship it was 
decided that the effects of polyacrylamide (PAM), a water- 
absorbing polymer, on the growth of heather plants should 
be investigated. The properties of the chosen polymer, 
‘Alcosorb 400°, manufactured by Allied Colloids of Brad- 
ford were stated to be:- 
1. absorbs up to 400 times its own dry weight of de- 
ionised water. 
With saline solutions the amount absorbed is inver- 
sely proportional to the soluble salt content. 
2. low water tension; releases 95% of retained water to 
plant roots. 
. neutral pH. 
. non-toxic. 
5. repeated wet-dry cycling does not reduce its water 
absorbing properties. 
6. does not degrade in soil or compost. 
7. particle size 0.5 - 15 mm. Dry bulk density 0.66 
g/cm, 


LR WwW 


Initial experiments showed that evaporation of mois- 
ture from the PAM gels (particies holding water) was not 
inhibited by absorption, and normal soil pressure did not 
cause a release of water. 

The water shortages and restrictions experienced during 
the growing season of 1988 generated an interest in water 
economy in raising, transplanting and growing plants. This, 
and the current objections by conservationists to the use of 
peat in horticulture, were factors in influencing the choice 
of the project entitled “The effects of the presence of a water 
absorbing polymer in the root zone of heathers’. Work star- 
ted in October 1989, but ceased with the unexpected resigna- 
tion of the scholar in March. A fresh start was made by the 
writer, with the invaluable help of Dr Peter Newton of 
Manchester University. 

Although it was known that the water absorption of 
PAM was affected by the presence of nutrient salts in solu- 
tion, the results of the early work were not up to expect- 
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ations. The effect of salts in the various media was then 
checked experimentally. The weights of the gels resulting 
from quantities of 1 gm of PAM being saturated with tap 
water and liquors from each of the growing media were:- 


Whaley Bridge tap water ............:...c.:0..cecssceeersesesese 210 g 
liquor from Whaley Bridge garden soil ............ 138 g 
liquor from Sphagnum peat ........ cece 120 g 
liquog front fine, sand) 12.24.2082 160 g 
liquor from Levington Ericaceous compost ...... 35 2 


It was clear that the nutrients in the peat based compost had 
had a considerable influence on absorption. 


The plant raising experiments were started in April in 
the greenhouses at the Manchester University Experimen- 
tal Grounds with the object of determining the effects on the 
frequency of watering, and the amount of water given to, 
plants growing in 7 cm ‘Plantpak’ containers. The two grow- 
ing media used were Levington Ericaceous peat compost 
and fine sharp sand, to each of which PAM was added at the 
manufacturer’s recommended maximum rate of 3 gm/litre 
of compost. Sand was chosen as it is inert, is freely available, 
and its performance, with the improved water holding 
capacity provided by the polymer, should indicate the prob- 
able beneficial effects of adding PAM to peat substitute 
materials with poor moisture retaining properties. A little 
peat was placed in the bottom of each sand-filled container 
to prevent the sand from escaping. 

Plants of “Elegantissima’, a vigorous Calluna vulgaris 
cultivar, kindly donated by Okell Bros. of Tarporley, 
Cheshire, were used. They were raised from cuttings in 
small plugs of peat compost, uniformly 20 mm high. Each 
was planted in 230 ml of compost, which filled the container 
to within 10 mm of its top. Water was added when the mois- 
ture in the containers in the different treatments had fallen 
by 15%, 30%, or 45% from the saturation level. 

To arrive at the precise amount of water to be added for 
the chosen treatments, containers filled with the composts 
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were weighed after saturation, then dried thoroughly and 
weighed again, thus enabling the weight of water lost at the 
three levels to be determined. A container of saturated sand 
held 74 g of water, but with the addition of PAM it rose to 134 
g, an increase of 81%. With the peat compost the increase 
was only 13% - 142 to 163 g. It may be seen that the peat com- 
post held aproximately twice the amount of water as for 
the sand. 

Twenty replicate plants were used in each of the 12 
treatments:- Sand with and without PAM, and peat compost 
with and without PAM, each watered at 15%, 30% and 45% 
moisture loss. The containers were weighed daily after 
planting, and records kept of the amount of, and frequency 
of, adding water. They were watered carefully and slowly on 
a balance so that the precise amount could be given, and to 
avoid unabsorbed water from leaching the nutrients. For 
the sand-filled containers a nutrient solution of | g/l (grams 
per litre) of “Libsol N’ was used. 

The experiment was started on April 9th 1990 and was 
completed after 63 days on June 7th when the plants were 
considered to be of marketable size. However, the water 
requirements of the PAM-treated sand grown plants proved 
to be excessively high, so they were removed from the 
experiment on May 21st. It was evident that the majority of 
the water lost in the treatments was due to evaporation. To 
reduce this a 600 guage polyethylene sheet cover (mulch) 
was devised to sit closely on the surface of the growing 
medium. 


The experiment was repeated but in modified form and 
including polyethylene mulched sand grown plants. A slow 
release fertilizer, "‘Osmocote Plus’, was added to the sand ata 
rate of 3 g/l. It was thought that the limited rate of release of 
nutrients would not produce such relatively large amounts 
of nutrient salts at any one time that would unduly reduce 
the absorption properties of the PAM. The 15% moisture 
loss treatment was omitted as the plants had not displayed 
any benefit from the higher level of moisture in the compost. 
Rooted cuttings of Calluna vulgaris “Tib’", 20 mm high and 
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in small plugs were used as for the Elegantissima’ plants in 
the first experiment. There were 15 replicate plants in each 
of the 10 treatments:- 


Polyethylene sheet mulched sand, with and without 
PAM 

Peat compost, with and without PAM 

Both growing media watered at moisture levels of 30 and 
45% loss 


The experiment was started on June 28th and finished on 
September 4th, a period of 64 days. 

This, the second experiment, confirmed the evidence of 
experiment | that the presence of PAM in the growing 
medium increased the fresh and dry weights of plants 
significantly, e.g. with the 45% moisture loss treatment of 
peat compost with PAM, the average fresh weight of the 
plants was 2.41 g; without PAM it was 1.99 g. One explana- 
tion of this could be the contraction of the PAM gel particles 
as they lost moisture, created a more open textured compost. 
Although visually, it was difficult to detect differences in 
sizes of the sand and peat compost grown plants, the fresh 
weights of the sand-raised plants averaged 30% lower. 
However, the performance of the plants when PAM was 
added to the sand showed that PAM could be a beneficial 
water absorbing additive for a peat substitute lacking the 
desirable high moisture retaining properties of peat. 

The amount of water applied in each treatment was 
recorded together with the frequency of watering. As expec- 
ted, the presence of PAM led to fewer applications of water 
in both experiments, but because the 30% and 45% loss 
watering points of the treatments related to saturated 
weights of water which differed, depending on the type of 
growing medium and the presence or absence of PAM, com- 
parisons of the frequency of watering need interpretation. 
By extrapolation of the number of waterings recorded for 
each treatment we can approximately relate the frequencies 
of watering that would have been needed to any given 
minimum moisture level in the compost. For example, if the 
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level is allowed to fall to 70 g in each container in the treat- 
ments before water is added, the approximate number of 
waterings during the 64 day period would have been:- 


Sand and PAM with polyethylene mulch 10 
Peat compost 14 
Peat compost plus PAM 6 


It may be seen that the effect of adding PAM to 
polyethylene-mulched sand has given a frequency of water- 
ing lower than that for peat compost, and the addition of 
PAM to peat compost approximately halves the number of 
waterings that would have been required without it. 

It is possible that a layer of coarse gravel on the surface 
of the compost would be a more convenient alternative to a 
polyethylene cover, but both have the disadvantage of 
obscuring the surface of the compost and thus, preventing a 
visual assessment of the need for water. A sub-irrigation 
method of supplying water is widely used in glasshouses by 
not plant growers. Perforated plastic sheeting is positioned 
between the pots and the water which is distributed via 
capilliary matting or a bed of sand. Water migrates through 
the perforations in the sheet to the plants. This considerably 
reduces evaporation, water wastage and leaching of 
nutrients from the pots. The system is suitable for small 
scale heather plant raising, and with the employment of 
polyethylene compost covers, water usage should be 
reduced to a practical minimum. 

At one stage in the experiment, during a holiday period, 
the watering routine ceased, inadvertently, for a short time 
and 30% of the plants grown in compost without PAM died. 
There were no casualties amongst the PAM treated plants. 
This suggests that the use of PAM can be considered to pro- 
vide some insurance against watering neglect. 


Transplanting Experiments 


It is generally accepted as good practice to mix peat with 
the infill soil of the planting holes to improve water reten- 
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tion and to promote root growth when planting heathers. 
The transplanting experiments were designed to determine 
the effectiveness of PAM used for this purpose and to com- 
pare its performance with sphagnum peat. 

One series of experiments was carried out in a rain-tight 
23 m by 7 m plastic tunnel, on medium to heavy loam, to 
assess the effects of PAM on the survival of plants from 
which water was withheld after the initial saturation. 

The first transplanting experiment was started on April 
26th and finished on August 27th, using Calluna vulgaris 
‘Elegantissima’ plants of uniform size and 10 cm high, their 
roots just touching the sides of the pots. A trench 3 m by 0.25 
m and 0.25 m deep, was lined with plastic sheeting and 
divided into four equal sections, (for four plants in each), 
with board panels. The trench sections were filled with 
‘infill’ soils and saturated. They were:- 


. Untreated soil - Control 

. PAM mixed with soil, 3 g/l 

. Peat mixed with soil, ratio 1:2 

. Sand mixed with soil, ratio 1:2 (simulating sharply 
drained soil) 


BR WN = 


The difficulty of deciding when the soil was fully 
saturated was overcome by the use of capacitive water sen- 
sors placed in the bottom of the trench. No additional water 
was given during the experiment and the condition of the 
plants was recorded weekly. In four weeks all the plants in 
the sand/soil mixture had died, and ina further four weeks 
the control plants had also died. It took 11 weeks for the 
plants in the PAM and the peat treated soils to succumb. 


The second experiment, started on June 12th, was a 
repeat of experiment 1, but with one change. The sand/soil 
mixture treatment was replaced with one with PAM treated 
soil and a plastic sheet mulch to reduce evaporation. The 
recording of the experiment was completed on December 
20th and for the whole period the polymer treated-plants 
were slightly superior to the control plants, but a little 
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inferior to those grown in the peat mixture. However the 
PAM mixture plus the plastic mulch treatment produced 
the best plants by far. 


In the early stages of the second transplanting experi- 
ment it became clear that plants growing in the mulched 
polymer treated soil were markedly superior to those in the 
other treatments and so it was decided to repeat it in experi- 
ment 3, adding a section of mulched soil without polymer. It 
was thought that the 2:1 ratio soil/peat infill used in 
experiments | and 2 was high for practical purposes so a 
ratio of 3:1 was adopted. 

The superiority of the plants resulting from adding the 
polymer to the infill soil was confirmed. The PAM treated 
soil was slightly more beneficial to the plants than the 3:1 
soil/peat combination. Again the plastic sheet mulch was 
most effective in maintaining the plants in superior condi- 
tion, the mulched PAM treated soil being more effective 
than the mulched untreated soil. All the plants in the mul- 
ched and unmulched PAM treated sections were in flower 
in November, the other plants were showing buds only. 

Experiment 4, a repeat of experiment | but in shade-free 
conditions in the open, was started on April 25th and 
experiment 5, a repeat of experiment 2, was started on June 
12th in an adjoining position. Calluna vulgaris ‘Beechwood 
Crimson’ plants were planted in the two plastic lined 
trenches and the only irrigation that they received after 
being saturated was from natural rainfall. In general. 
experiment 4 confirmed the results gained in experiment | 
in the tunnel. In experiment 5 the growth of the plants in the 
three unmulched sections, recorded in August, was restric- 
ted by the prolonged absence of rain. Whereas the mulched 
plants seemed not to be affected by the drought conditions. 
The rain that came in October revived the flagging plants 
but the final assessment on December 19th showed the 
mulched plants to be noticeably superior still. The 
unmulched PAM treated plants showed a slight improve- 
ment over the control plants. 

All the transplanting experiments, in varying degree, 
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gave evidence of the benefits of improving the moisture 
holding ability of the soil by the addition of PAM 

There should be some significant benefit to heathers 
planted in sharply drained sandy soils by adding the 
polymer to the infill soil of planting holes, when planting 
late in the planting season, and when regular irrigation 1s 
not possible. In all the experiments where plastic sheet 
mulches were used, they were shown to improve the mois- 
ture retention of the soil quite dramatically. 

The A.R.C. Weed Research Organisation has 
demonstrated that black polythene sheeting had beneficial 
effects when planting shrubs (Hardcastle, 1980) and, more 
specifically, the merits of polythene sheeting used as a 
mulch with heathers, were described by the writer in the 
Heather Society's 1981 Year Book. 


[Information for the foregoing account was taken from 
the full report of the 1989/90 Bells Heather project, a copy of 
which is held by the editor. 


Albert Julian does not mention that the second recipient 
of the Bell's Heather Scholarship abandoned the project 
shortly after it was started. Characteristicaly, Albert took on 
the task of completing it,in addition to his other work at 
Harlow Carr. He richly deserves the admiration and thanks 
of the entire Society. 

Ed.] 
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A Bibliography of Heathers. First Supple- 
ment: 1970 - 1993 


David McClintock, Platt, Kent 


In the 1970 Year Book, pages 7 to 13 I set out a brief 
bibliography of heathers. In this I listed, with short com- 
ments, some 18 publications from 1770 to 1967, plus seven 
further major sources and some shorter papers. 

In the 22 years since, many more books have appeared 
connected with heathers, and many more papers etc of 
value. These latter have been covered annually in Recent 
Writings in our Year Books since 1967, and there have been 
references to, and reviews in the Year Book or Bulletin of 
many of the books quoted. Here, however, is an updating 
list, based almost entirely on those I have in my own library. 
I would be grateful to hear of any omissions, and to obtain a 
copy. (At present I lack the 1985 edition of the ‘Proudleys’ 
Heathers in Colour, which is still in print after 16 years). 
There is no space to comment on most of them or their 
authors, hoping that the title explains the contents. 
Included are three early books that have come my way since 
I last wrote on the subject. 

I am grateful to Bert Jones for several pertinent com- 
ments; and to Geoff Yates for help in trying to sort the 
various versions of his Pocket Guide. What is set out here, is 
what he himself has agreed. If any member has any further 
evidence, we both would be very glad to see it; even he has 
not got copies of all the versions. I have all except the so- 
called 2nd edition. 


Older Books 
Lemaire, M. Ch., 1844, Des genres Camellia, Rhododen- 


drum (sic.), Azalea, Acacia, Epacris, Erica et des plantes 
de serre froide en général, Audot, Paris 
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174 pp. Heathers pp 99 - 124. HSYB, 1987, 

Paquet, V., 1844, Traite de la culture des plantes de terre de 
bruyere, Cousin, Paris. 
339 pp. Heathers pp | - 169. 

André, E., 1864, Plantes de terre de bruyéres, Libraire 
Agricole, Paris 338 pp. Heathers pp 250 - 87, 317 - 8. and 
508 - 9. 


Recent Books 


Anon. 1965, Ericaceous Plants for northwest Gardens, 
University of Washington, Seattle, USA 
41 pp. Heathers mainly pp 24 - 26. 


Anon. 1981, The Conservation of Lowland Heather, Nature 
Conservancy Council. 
12 pp. HSYB, 1983, pp 51 - 2. 


Anon. 1987, Heidepflanzen in Natur und Garten, GdH 
Hamburg, 59 pp. 

Anon. 1988, A Strategy for Surrey heathland, The Nature 
Conservancy Council and Surrey County Council 
40pp. Bull, H.S., 1988, 4(5), 7; ibid, 1989, 4(6), 4 - 5. 

Allen, O. E., 1987, Gardening with new small plants, 
Houghton Mifflin, Boston 
186 pp. Heaths and heathers on pp 66 - 77. 

Berdowski, J. J. M., 1987, The catastrophic death of Calluna 
vulgaris 1n Dutch Heathlands, Elinkwijk, Utrecht, 
pp 135. 

Bloom, Adrian, 1975, Adrian Bloom’s Guide to Garden 
Plants. Book | Heathers, Jarrold 
1983, Adrian Bloom’s Guide to Heathers, Jarrold 
Text identical to the above. 

1988, Heathers. An Adrian Bloom Garienme Guide, 
Jarrold 

Text again identical. 

1979, A Year-Round Garden, Floraprint, 64 pp 

1986, Making the most of conifers and _ heathers, 
Floraprint 78pp. Mainly conifers. 

1986, Conifers and Heathers for a year-round garden, 
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Floraprint 78 pp. Different cover: identical text. 

Bunce, R. G. A. (Ed), 1989, Heather in England and Wales, 
HMSO 40 pp. Mapping heather. HSYB, 1991, pp 
22x23. 

Burt, Alison, 1988, Heathland restoration. A handbook of 
techniques, University of Liverpool and British Gas, 
160 pp. 

Carr, D., 1992, Heathers and Conifers. Step by step to 
growing success, Crowood 
128 pp. HSYB, 1992, pp 40 -1. 

Chadwick, Lee, 1982, In search of heathland, Dobson 
218 pp. The Suffolk Sandlings. (Reviewed by me in 
Country Life, 12th May 1983). 

Davies, Brian (Ed), 1984, Geoffrey Smith's World of 
Flowers:Part Two, BBC, London 
pp 128. Heathers pp 112 - 125. 

de la Rochefoucauld, B., 1979, La Bruyére, Dargaud 
96 pp. A full account. HSYB, 1980., pp 37 - 8. 
nd. Guide pratique du jardin de bruyeres, Ingrannes, 
i pp. 

Denkewitz, L., 1987, Heidegarten, Ulmer 
356 pp. Covers also numerous companion plants. 
HSYB, 1988, pp 44 -S. 

Dittrich, W., 1979, Unser Heidegarten, Anlage und Pflege, 
Kosmos, Stuttgart 
64 pp. A general account. HS Bull., 1980, 2(20), 4. 

1979 , Heidetuinen, Thieme, Zutphen 
63 pp. Dutch version of the last. HS Bull., 1982, 
B(S) pe. 

Evans, Alfred, 1974, The Peat Garden and its Plants, 
Dent, 

164 pp. HSYB, 1975, pp 21 - 2. 

Field, E.M. and Goode, D. A., 1981, Peatland Ecology 1n the 
British Isles: A Bibliography, I. T. E. 

178 pp. HS Bull., 1982, 3(5), p 2. 

Gimingham, C. H., 1972, Ecology of Heathlands, Chapman 
& Hall 
266 pp. HSYB, 1973, pp 26 - 7. 

1975, Heathland Ecology, Oliver & Boyd 
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124 pp. HSYB, 1976, pp 28 - 30. 

Goarant, W., nd., c. 1980, Bruyere de plein air, Aux 
Plantations modernes, Paris 
64 pp. Chiefly an annotated list. 

Haalboom, W., nd., c. 1975, Heideplanten en Heidetuinen. 
Verzorging en Aanlag, Thieme, Zutphen 
56 pp. HSYB, 1976, p 25. 

Harig, R., 1988, Der Heidemarkt, Bad Zwischenahn 
22 pp. A guide for nurserymen. 

Hieke, K., 1982, Vresovisté vresovce vresy, Pruhonice 
196 pp. A general account in Czech. 

Horster, W., 1984, Der Heidegarten, Richtig anlegen 
bepflanzen, pflegen, BLV, Munchen, 127 pp 

Knight, Frank P.,1972, Wisley Handbook 3. Heaths & 
Heathers, RHS, 40 pp. 
1976, Reprinted. 
1979, Revised. HSYB, 1980, pp 38 - 40. 
1986, 2nd Edn, Cassell and RHS, (New cover), 64 pp. 
HSYB, 1987, pp 39 - 40. 
1987,2nd impression 
1991, 3rd Edn, (New Cover) 

Kniff, Nettie, 1976, Heidetuin. Wenk, Amsterdam 
70 pp. A general account. 

Kohstall, H., 1987, So schmuckt man Garten mit ..... Heide, 
Parey, Berlin 
88 pp. Heathers pp 57 - 65. 

Kroger, G. W., 1991, Griin 1st Leben, Handbuch teil II - 
Heidepflanzen, Pinneberg 
212 pp. Heathers pp 103 - 199 with fine photos. 

Lambie, D. and B., n.d., c 1990, Heathers. A Guide to 
Designing, Skye of Curr 

Leroy, A., 1978, Comment réussirvos plantes de terre de 
bruyere. Les Guides, Mon Jardin et ma maison. 
35 pp. Heathers pp 23 - 25. 

McClintock, D., 1969, A Guide to the Naming of Plants, The 
Heather Society, Horley, 38 pp. 
1980, 2nd Edn, The Heather Society, Leicester 
37 pp. New Cover. HSYB, 1981, pp 18 - 20. 

Miessner, Eckart, 1970. Das Heidegartenbuch, V. E. B.., 
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Berlin 
223 pp. A general account. H.S.Bull.,1971, No. 13, p. 6. 

Metheny, D., 1991, Hardy Heather Species, Frontier, 
Seaside, Oregon 
186 pp. HSYB, 1992, pp 38 - 40 

Muirburn Working Party, 1977, A guide to good muirburn 
practice, 

HMSO Edinburgh 

Packam, C., 1989, Heathlands, Collins Guide to wild 
habitats, Collins, London, 112 pp. 

Proudley, Brian and Valerie, 1974, Heathers in Colour, 
Blandford Press, London 
192 pp. HSYB, 1975, pp 22 - 4. 

Reprinted 1978, 1982, 1983 (with a new dust jacket), 1984, 
1987, 1989, 1990. 

1974, Heathers in color, Hippocrene, New York 
Identical text. 

1976, Heidetuinen, in Kleur, Moussault, Antwerp, 
translated by D. van Raalte, 189 pp. 

1977, Heidekrauter in Landschaft und_ Garten, 
Neumann-Neudamn, Melsungen, translation by C. 
Dohler, 212 pp. 

Robinson, D. W. and Lamb, J. G. D., 1975, Peat in Horticul 
ture, Academic Press, London, 170 pp. 

Schumann, Dolf and Kirsten, Gerhard, in collaboration 
with Oliver, E. G. H., 1992, Ericas of South Africa, 
Fernwood Press, Vlaeberg, 272 pp. 

Bulletin, autumn 1992, pp 4-5. HSYB 1993, pp 

Small, David and Anne, 1992, Handy Guide to Heathers, 
Denbeigh Heather Nurseries, Creeting St Mary, 

115 pp. 
H.S. Bull, autumn 1992, pp 5 -6 

Steffen, A., 1951, Azalea, Erica, Epacris, Ulmer, Stuttgart 
91 pp. Erica pp 56 -89. 

Toogood, A., 1986, Conifers and Heathers, Marshall 
Cavendish, London 
1989, second editition, Tiger Books, London, 89 pp. 
1990, reprinted by Tiger Books 
1989, Heathers and Heaths, Collins, London, 48 pp. 
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HSYB, 1990, pp 39 -40. 

Tromp, P. H. M., Sissingh, G. and Blankenwaardt, H. F. H.. 
1986, Heidevelden en-tuinen, Bosbouw Praktijk Onder 
wijs, Arnhem, 35 pp 

Turpin, P. G., 1982, The heaths of the Lizard District, Bristol 
University 
38 pp. HSYB, 1983, p 51 

Underhill, T. L., 1971, Heaths and heathers, David and 
Charles, Newton Abbot, 256 pp. 

1972, Heaths and Heathers, Drake, New York 

Text identical. 

1972, 2nd Edn. Text identical. 

1972, Heaths and Heathers, Garden Book Club, 
London 

Text identical, dust jacket different. 

1990, Heaths and Heathers. The Growers Encyclopedia, 
David and Charles, Newton Abbot 

335 pp. HSYB, 1991, pp 23 - 26. 

1993 paperback 

van de Laar, H. J., 1974, Het Heidetuinboek, Zomer and 
Keuning, Wageningen 
160 pp. HSYB, 1975, pp 24 - 5. 

2nd reprint 1975, 3rd 1976, 4th 1976, Sth 1977, 6th 
1979. 

1976, Heidegdrten, Anlage, Pflege, Pflanzenwahl., 
Parey, Berlin and Hamburg 

141 pp. Translated by G. Krussman. 

1978, The Heather Garden. The plants and their 
cultivation, Collins, London 

160 pp. Translated by P. Rowe-Dutton. Adapted and 
with a Foreword by David McClintock. HSYB, 1979, 
pp 24 -5. 

Vogel, H., 1965, Azaleen, Eriken, Kamellien, Parey, Berlin 
and Hamburg 
248 pp. Heathers pp 131 - 86, chiefly Cape Heaths. 
1982, 2nd Edn, Parey, Berlin and Hamburg, 

270 pp. Heathers pp 129 - 90. 

Weil, A. nd, c. 1985, Heide und _ Wildgarten, 

Gartenschonheit, Aachen, 34 pp. 
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Witt, H-H., 1983, Heide, Bad Zwischenahn 
56 pp. General advice. 
Witt, H-H., Bassler, J. and Bartels, H., 1986, Heide, 
Bad Zwischenahn 
61 pp. An updated version of the last on smaller pages. 
Wonink, H., 1984, Op de Heide en in het Veen, 
Terra, Zutphen 
235 pp. Heathlands. HSYB, 1985, p 54 
(Yates, G.), c. 1968, Pocket Guide containing all you need to 
know about Heather Gardening, Tabramhill Gardens, 
22 pp, printed in Burnley. 
c. 1971, Idem, 2nd edn. Reset with 22 extra names and 
different photographs (all ex Tabramhill). Issued by 
Aberfoyle Heather Nursery. Printed in Ipswich. 
1973, Pocket Guide to Heather Gardening, Tabramhill. 
Nottingham. Different photographs, introduction by G. 
Yates, 28 pp. Printed in Exeter. 
1978, Idem, 4th edn, Tabramhill, Ambleside. 36 larger 
pages. Different photographs. Introduction by G. Yates. 
Printed in Exeter. Some copies interleaved with plain 
sheets. 
1983, Idem. Aura Books, Greenford. Different cover 
carrying G. Yates name. Printed in Exeter. 
1985, “The Gardeners Book of Heathers’ Frederick 
Warne, London 
160 pp. HSYB, 1986, pp 31 - 33. 
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Book Review 


Ericas of South Africa 


Dolf Schumann, Gerhard Kirsten 
in collaboration with E.G.H. Oliver 


21 2.pp: 

Illustrated with many colour photographs together with dis- 
tribution maps. 

Bibliography, Glossary, Index and List of Subscribers. 
Fernwood Press, P.O. Box 15344, 8018 Vlaeberg, South 
Africa 

ISBN 0-9583154-3-4 (Standard Edition) — Price £39.45 


Major books on heathers occur only occasionally, major 
books on South African Heaths, once or twice in a lifetime. 
This is one such book. 


Dolf Schumann became ‘hooked’ on Ericas when he 
retired and set himself the task of photographing every 
species that he could. In pursuing this aim he made contact 
with Gerhard Kirsten, a journalist, who for many years, had 
devoted much of his spare time to collecting and recording 
the rare and sometimes presumed extinct species. Between 
them, with active encouragement from Ted Oliver, they 
have succeeded in not only producing a book which lovers 
of Cape Heaths will always treasure, but illustrating some 
species for the first time. 


In the Foreword, E.G.H. (Ted) Oliver, co-author of the 
other modern work Ericas 1n Southern Africa, reflects on 
the confused taxonomic state of the southern Ericas and 
warns that the categorising system, first employed by 
Guthrie and Bolus in Flora Capensis of 1905 and used in 
this book, is likely to change. For those seeking a botanical 
treatise of the Cape Heaths, Baker and Oliver's book is the 
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better, but for the majority seeking to learn about this fas- 
cinating diversity of species, this book has the advantage, as 
it describes some 450 species from a present count of 
657. 


The book continues by trying to answer the question 
‘What is an Erica?’ followed by a fascinating account of the 
origin of Ericas, their distribution and the various ways in 
which they are pollinated, together with associated theories, 
all ably written in layman’s language. 


The main part of the book is devoted to descriptions of 
species. This large genus is sub-divided into Guthrie and 
Bolus’s sections based on certain distinguishing features 
and unless you know which section the species you are 
referencing, is in, you are continually using the index, which 
incidentally, is very good. 


Each main entry follows a standard form, making it easy 
to pick out any specific detail. Following the species name, 
is a brief translation of the latin, explaining it’s origin. The 
description itself provides good detail on the chief charac- 
teristics and distribution. The descriptions are insufficient 
to identify positively a species but this was not the purpose 
of the book. Associated with each description are superb 
photographs taken by Dolf Schumann which, in most 
cases, illustrate a close-up of the flower, sometimes dissec- 
ted, and of its natural habitat. 


The book devotes a few pages to the minor genera 
Philippia and Blaeria which Ted Oliver believes should be 
included in the genus Erica, and highlights a few 
problem species. 


Also confined to a few pages at the back of the book is, 
perhaps, the most interesting part to most members of the 
Society - how to grow them. Useful advice is given on 
germinating Cape Heath seed and provides the best idea | 
have seen yet on howto ‘fire trigger the germination of some 
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species. The advice on propagating from cuttings 1s of little 
value to western European gardeners, largely due to the dif- 
ferent prevailing climatic conditions. 


Finally, Dolf Schumann treats us to a page of tips on 
how to photograph heathers, advice that, judging from the 
superb quality of the photographs throughout this book, we 
could all heed. 


To quote from the book, ‘It is to the cool, critical eye and 
the well-ordered mind that they appeal’. The author was of 
course referring to Ericas but I can equally paraphrase the 
quote to refer to this book, a must for all those interested in 
the wider family of our chosen plants. 


David Small 
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C. D. Eason, Heather Propagator 


John Eason, Andover, Hampshire 


My father, Charles Douglas Eason, an Australian, was 
sent to France in the Great War. He was wounded there and 
sent to Weymouth Hospital, where my mother was a nurse. 
In January 1919 they were married at Broadstone, Dorset, 
and I was born in November 1919. My father took us back to 
Australia, but we all returned to Corfe Mullen in 1926. 


My father got himself a job at Maxwell & Beale’s heather 
nursery in Broadstone. During the 1930's it was one of the 
largest nurseries in the country. In 1930 we moved to 
Broadstone, and my father stayed with the firm for 30 
years 
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He became the chief heather propagator, using silver 
sand found near the nursery, and making his own dibber, 
sharpened with his pocket knife, and a flat piece of board 
with a handle on top to press the trays down. 


IT used to accompany my father walking on the moors 
around Broadstone. Sadly, many of them are now destroyed 
and built on.. It was on one of these walks, among the wild 
heathers, that we noticed one of the cinereas had a bright 
magenta colour. He took it back to the nursery, made a lot of 
cuttings, and then waited to see if the flowers were the same 
colour as on the parent plant. He showed it to Mr Beale who 
said he had better name it after himself, hence Erica cinerea 
‘C. D. Eason’. It was introduced in 1929 and became a very 
popular seller, as I believe it still 1s today. 


On another of his walks he noticed the different foliage 
of a cinerea. This was named after me, Erica cinerea ‘John 
Eason. It was introduced in 1933. 


Another of his plants was Calluna vulgaris “David 
Eason’, named after one of my brothers and introduced in 
1935. Some of the buds did not open fully but faded to a 
creamy white through the winter. This was found on the 
moors beside Broadstone Golf Links. My father also 
noticed three different cultivars in the nursery itself. During 
the winter one of the heathers, a cinerea, had a golden look 
on its foliage. This one he named ‘Golden Drop’ because he 
said it reminded him of the Australian plum of the same 
name. As there were three heathers named “Eason”, he 
decided to name two further finds with his children’s Chris- 
tian names: ‘Mary Grace’ and ‘George Rendall’. 


Erica x darleyensis “George Rendall’ was found in the 
nursery, a good pink darkening to heliotrgpe. The foliage 
had a red tip in winter. It was named after my brother. 
William George Rendall Eason. Rendall was my mother's 
maiden name, and her father’s name was also George. 
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Erica tetralix ‘Mary Grace’, named after my only sister, 
caused quite an excitement when we found it on one of the 
moors. It had a split corolla on all the flowers. At first we 
thought it was caused by bumble bees, but plants were the 
same when grown in the nursery. 


When the Broadstone nursery was sold for housing, my 
father went to work at the other Maxwell & Beale nursery in 
Corfe Mullen. He never really settled there, and finished his 
remaining working life at Parkstone Golf Links, tending the 
greens. He died in 1972, in his eighties, but his name lives on 
with the popular heather “C. D. Eason’. 


* OK K OK 


Notes on Erica tetralix ‘Trixie’ 


Brita Johansson, Vargon, Sweden 


I would like to make some comments to one of Jack 
Platt’s New Acquisitions: Erica tetralix ‘Trixie’, because I 
doubt that Jack has the right plant. 


‘Trixie’ has no yellow tips in spring and summer. In fact 
it starts the new growth green like a common E. tetralix. In 
late July and August orange-yellow spots apppear on the 
foliage. In late autumn they are striking and stay on the 
plant until spring. During June and most of July the plant is 
of no interest. 


My first ‘Trixie’ came from Herman Blum in 1986 as an 
un-named plant, found on a Dutch peat moss by Mr Baron. 
Many members of the Swedish Gardening Society STA are 
fond of curious plants; and cutting-material and plants of 
‘Trixie’ have gone from hand to hand in the last few years. I 
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have also seen the plant in Kurt Kramer's nursery and no 
doubt some people in England are growing it too. 


In the long run I found it troublesome to write on the 
label “Plant from Mr Baron” and urged the finder, with 
Herman Blum as intermediary, to name his plant. Mr 
Baron replied that I was free to name it, only not after 
him. 


In August 1991 STA had its annual big summer gather- 
ing with some 320 people attending. In connection with a 
heather exhibition I arranged a name competition for the 
un-named E. tetralix. I chose ‘Trixie’ because it is a short, 
sharp name and because it alludes to Queen Beatrix. There 
were several name proposals. ‘Spotlight’ was one, ‘Golden 
Zigzag another. I had to give a second and third prize. Laier 
I have thought that "Golden Zip’ could have been a fitting 
name as the spotted foliage reminds me of zips. 


I had a request from Mr Baron for a twig of ‘Trixie’ so he 


could be sure about which clone it was. Plant material was 
sent and hopefully the story of “Trixie is now quite clear. 


* OK OK OK OF 


Bruckenthalia spiculifolia f. albiflora - an 
early report from Bulgaria, 1991 


Dr E. Charles Nelson, National Botanic 


Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin, Ireland 


McClintock (The Plantsman, 1984, 6, 181 - 91) reviewed 
records of ‘white heathers’ noting that whereas white- 
blossomed plants of Bruckenthalia spiculifolia are not rare 
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in the Balkans’, the earliest published report dated only 
from April 1980 VJJournal of the Scottish Rock Garden 
Club, 49). 


There is an earlier record concealed in Charles 
Frederick Ball's account of ‘botanizing in Bulgaria’ (The 
Gardeners’ Chronicle, 1912, 51 (ser. 3), 252 - 3, 247 - 5). Ball, 
Assistant Keeper at the Royal (now National) Botanic Gar- 
dens, Glasnevin, travelled in Bulgaria with Kellerer (curator 
of the King of Bulgaria’s alpine gardens) during June 1911. 
They visited the Rila Mountains where, around Musala, 
Ball (loc. cit. 274) reported that 


‘Bruckenthalia spiculifolia takes the place of our Ling 
(Calluna vulgaris) on the mountain sides; it is usually pink, 
but deeper forms may be seen, and we found two plants with 
pure white flowers.’ 


Ball lectured to the Royal Horticultural Society after his 
Bulgarian visit but, while he mentioned the habitat and 
dominance of B. spiculifolia around Musala, the published 
lecture does not include any mention of white-blossomed 
plants Journal of the Royal Horticultural Society, 1913, 39, 
127): 


* OK CK OK OK 


R. J. Brien, 1904 - 92; An Appreciation 


John Proudfoot, Methven, Perthshire 


Robert Jamieson Brien passed away, peacefully, on 
August Sth, 1992, aged 88 years. 


I first met Bob about 1972 at his nursery at Pitcairngreen, 
and vividly remember him as being quite a striking figure in 
his kilt. After a short chat about heathers, I was left in no 
doubt that I had a long way to go to reach his level. 
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Bob was originally a schools architect with Perth and 
Kinross County Council, and was later appointed County 
Water Engineer, a post which he held until 1966, when he 
retired aged 62 years, to establish a nursery. He continued 
successfully with his nursery business until his total retire- 
ment in 1991. 


He had a sharp eye and found many new interesting 
heathers which he introduced to cultivation. His St Kilda 
plants subsequently became internationally famous. In 
addition to heathers, he introduced many other plants, the 
most notable being the unique “Atholl Juniper” which now 
graces many gardens nationwide and beyond. 


Bob was a JP and an extremely active man. In addition 
to his avid interest in plants, he was a keen supporter of the 
National Trust for Scotland St Kilda Club. In recognition of 
his services, he was made an Honorary Life Member. 


One of his leisure activities was Scottish country danc- 
ing and he even devised a St Kilda reel. 


He was a student of local history and in 1989, had a book 
published, The Shaping of Scotland. Eighteenth Century 
Patterns of Land Use and Settlement, (Aberdeen University 
Press). It was extremely well researched and will serve as a 
work of reference for those who would study the subject. 


Bob was actively involved with the Perthshire Society of 
Natural Science until the end. 


He was a fine man indeed, remarkable by any standards 
and will be sadly missed by his friends. He is survived by his 
son David, his daughter Jean, several grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild to all of whom we extend our 
deepest sympathy. 


* KK OK O&K 
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Heathers in Yorkshire 


Jean Sharpe, York and Albert Julian, Whaley 
Bridge, Cheshire 


Marsden Moor 


Conservancy organisations have been concerned or 
some time at the insidious, continuous reduction of the 
heather cover of the natural moorland and hillside habitats. 
Bad management, fires, erosion etc. have contributed to the 
losses which for instance, on the North York Moors have 
amounted to around 1% per annum in recent years. 


British Coal Opencast, which is generally regarded as 
the world leader in land restoration and after care, have co- 
operated with the National Trust in an £80,000 sponsorship 
for restoring the landscape quality of moorland. Calluna, 
which was cut on the North York Moors when the seed was 
ripening, as part of normal moorland management, was 
transfered in bales to Marsden Moor near Huddersfield in 
the South Pennines for one of the restoration projects. 
Helicopter transport was employed as the fragile nature of 
the surface of the moor would not allow the use of 
wheeled vehicles. 


On November 3rd 1992 children from Marsden County 
Junior School, taking part in a practical environmental con- 
servation demonstration, joined officials of the National 
Trust and British Coal in pegging in the Calluna flower 
stems in the eroded stretches of the moor. The seed which 
falls on the peat surface during distribution was expected to 
germinate in the spring. 
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The Harry Ramsden Heather Garden, Leeds 


On Sunday, 6th September 1992 we joined our Presi- 
dent, David McClintock in the Harry Ramsden Heather 
Garden in Golden Acre Park. He had been invited by Mr 
Cooper, of the Leeds City Council Parks Department, to 
view the extensive heather plantings which were described 
in the 1992 Year Book. The “spectacular landscaping effect” 
then anticipated was handsomely confirmed. In particular 
a combination of coloured foliage and flowering Ca/Juna in 
one bed situated on a slight incline produced a stunning dis- 
play which bore comparison with the massed tulips and 
extensive winter pansy beds at the 1992 Floriade. 


The scale of the planting far exceeds those at Wisley and 
Cherrybank and Mr Cooper said that the quantity of plants 
of each cultivar bought was of the order of 2,000. (There are, 
of course, far fewer cultivars represented here than in those 
other two gardens). When the newly prepared beds have 
been planted and are in flower, a visit to the garden in 
summer should be a breathtaking experience. 


Harlow Carr 


In 1992 a handsome new entrance to the Harlow Carr 
Gardens was built, and whilst this involved demolishing an 
attractive and extensive winter-flowering heather bed, a new 
planting at the entrance has replaced it. On emerging into 
the Gardens from reception one is faced with two 
impressive flights of stone steps on either side of a waterfall 
which has a flow of more than 1,000 gallons per minute. 
There is provision for seasonal bedding on either side of the 
water and heathers are planted in the area between the left 
hand steps and the by-passing wheelchair ramp. 
Experience has taught that the very heavy, poorly drained 
Harlow Carr soil is not conducive to vigorous growthof the 
fine-rooted heather species, so a 5cm layer of coarse sand 
was rotavated into the soil to a depth of 35cm, thus improv- 
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ing the drainage and encouraging root growth. The layout 
was planned to give a blend of flower colour and a combina- 
tion of contrasting foliage colour for a pleasing all-year- 
round effect. A little architectural interest was introduced by 
planting a few suitably positioned dwarf pines. 

The heather cultivars chosen were Erica carnea ‘Anne 
Sparkes’, ‘Aurea’, ‘Challenger’, “Golden Starlet, “March 
Seedling’, “Myretoun Ruby’, “Ruby Glow and ‘Springwood 
White’; E x darleyensis “Kramer's Rote’ and ‘White Perfec- 
tion’ and E. erigena ‘Golden Lady’. 


Garden Room Heather Bed 


The sandstone rock bed situated in front of the garden 
room had lain fallow for a year during building alterations. 
Eventually it was decided to create a Calluna bed with a 
silver-grey theme. In June 1992, plants of the following 
cultivars were planted in groups of from 20 to 50 each, and 
were well watered until the rains came in August. The 
chosen cultivars were ‘Anthony Davis’, ‘Oxshott Common, 
‘Silver Knight’, “Silver Queen’, ‘Silver Rose’ and ‘Sister 
Anne’. 

The bed faces south and has a high protecting wall at its 
rear, so it was considered a reasonable risk to use two groups 
of three E. lusitanica to relieve the “flatness” of the planting. 
The unprotected E. Jusitanica plants in the Society's 1970's 
Trials were cut to the ground in two severe winters, but each 
time they threw up new growth and became tall and 
shapely again. 


A Noted Catalogue. 


In York, we now have a copy of Backhouse’s 1911 Erica 
carnea catalogue illustrating the 12 famous carnea cultivars 
collected by Richard Potter. We feel very privileged, for this 
may be the only one in existence other than that in the Lin- 
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dley Library. On receiving it, in excellent condition, from 
Summerfield Books we noticed with some considerable 
excitement that it bore the signature of Samuel Doncaster* 
who died in 1934. 


The title of the catalogue is “Erica carnea, Winter 
Flowering” and commences “Erica carnea Richard Potter's 
selection. Price per dozen 30/-, per single plant 3/-.” Quite 
remarkably, the equivalent price today would be of the 
order of £4. The short introduction is:- “Winter and Spring 
flowering varieties, selected by our Mr Richard Potter dur- 
ing his Continental rambles. 

This Heath (unlike our native heather) will grow and 
thrive in almost any soil. IT IS ABSOLUTELY HARDY, 
and commences to bloom in the cold wintry month of 
December, when it is almost impossible to find the bloom of 
any other plant in the open ground. 

This group of Ericas is admirably suited to withstand the 
cutting winds and biting frosts, blooming with cheery 
brightness through all the dark months of winter to the the 
genial days of May. By long and careful cultivation we have 
now a large and unique collection, which affords us 
pleasure to offer for the first time. 

To attempt a description of their charming distinctive 
features would simply be a failure, therefore we leave to the 
photographic reproductions given in this booklet the task of 
bringing before our readers their exquisite beauty.” 


The cultivar names are :- “King George V (sic), ‘Queen 
Mary, “Prince of Wales’, ‘Queen of Spain’, “Thomas 
Kingscote’, ‘Mrs Samuel Doncaster(sic), “Winter Beauty’, 
‘Praecox Rubra’, °C. J. Backhouse’, “Pink Pearl’, ‘James 
Backhouse’, and ‘Gracilis’. The quality of the illustrations 
(each cultivar is illustrated in colour) is particularly 
noteworthy as only black and white negative plates would 
be available in 1911.** The covers are faced with chamois 
leather and bear one word only - ERICAS - embossed in 
gold. 
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The catalogue was on display at the Reading 
Conference. 


* The Doncaster Erica carneas, Year Book, 1990, p 44 
** Editor's note to David McClintock's article “Who was 
Richard Potter”, Year Book, 1991, p 18. 


Yorkshire Television recently paid tribute to the 18th 
century road builder John Metcalfe of Knaresborough. He 
developed a method of building roads over bogland by lay- 
ing down heather and logs to support the road surface 
which later covered them. 


KOK OK OK OK 


Names New To Me, 1992 


David McClintock, Platt, Kent. 


This list, the like of which should appear annually, con- 
sists of the names that have come my way during the year 
and I had not heard of before (an appalling 81). That does 
not mean that all date from 1992, but the great majority do. 
Nor does inclusion mean that the name ts valid, but I have 
to make a note of these because they are, or have been, in 
use; two at least may not have emerged from their nurseries, 
but nursery names do get out. Apart from its general 
interest, this account shows names we should not now use 
for future cultivars. 

The necessary brevity allows for only a very short des- 
cription - sometimes all I have!, so here are no finders or 
introducers. But the Registrar is likely to know more about 
most of them. The, brief, notes also explain personal and 
geographical names, so it is not necessary to set them out 
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separately, as has been done for the past 22 years: here in 
effect is the 12th Supplement. 

For this tally, I am greatly indebted to the watchful 
Herman Blum and also to Kurt Kramer, but others have 
assisted as well, eg Lother Denkewitz, Bert Jones, Jack Platt, 
John Proudfoot and David Small, to whom I am also grate- 
ful. David Wilson wrote a fascinating letter which was 
quoted at length in the last Year Book, but I have failed to get 
a peep out of him since ..... 


‘Alistair (Daboecia). Pale pink flowers, Nephew of Harry 
Ballantyne, finder. 

‘Allegro Red’ (Calluna). A darker ‘Allegro’. 

‘Auraefolia (Calluna). Bright yellow leaves, white flowers. 
(This is not ‘Hammondii Aureifolia’). 

‘Aureifolia’ (Calluna). Golden-brown leaves, purple flowers: 
is perhaps ‘Aurea. 

‘Australian Spangled(x darleyensis). Mrs Parris’ name for 
an Australian nurseryman’s seedling. 


‘Bellita’ (Daboecia). Compact, small white flowers. 

‘Bell's Extra Special’ (carnea). Orange leaves. bright red 
flowers. A Bell's Whisky. 

‘Breivik’ (Calluna). Bright green dwarf, flowers pink, Anna 
Karin Breivik finder, N.W. of Bergen. 


‘C. H. Gill’ (ciliaris). Error for “Mrs C. H. Gill’. 
‘Curled Roundstone’ (tetralix). Mostly glandular, but with 
eglandular and glabrous shoots on same stem. 


‘Dekker (Calluna). Is Jan Dekker’. 


‘Emma Louise Tuke’ (Calluna). Prostrate. lime-green 
leaves, white flowers. Wife of finder. owner of 
Astler’s Nursery. 

‘Glasa’ (Calluna). Grey leaves. white flowers. Sport on 
‘Beoley Silver’. 
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‘“Goldmarie’ (Calluna). Gold sport on “Beale 
Group’, from Princess Greta Sturdza, since lost, “Greta 
Selection’ (Calluna). At Kalmthout 1988. 

‘Grizabella’ (Calluna). Dark flowered sport on ‘Silver 
Knight. 


‘Highland Spring’ (Calluna). ‘Sport on Darkness’. 


‘High Ness’ (cinerea). Lavender H3 flowers (earlier 
IPIEC: 

‘Hunt's Variety’ (lusitanica). legitimate synonym of 
‘George Hunt’. 

‘Inge’ (Calluna). Sport on ‘Silver Knight’. 
Named after the wife of finder Herr Ochs of Hamburg 
Botanic Garden. 

‘Irish Rose’ (x stuartil). Pink tipped young shoots, from 
W. Ireland. 

‘Jos’ Creeping  (tetral1x). Prostrate, pink flowers. Jos is J. G. 
Flecken of Kerkrade, Netherlands. 

‘Jos’ Golden’ (cinerea). Golden sport on wild plant. 

‘Jos’ Honeymoon (cinerea). Yellow sport on Honeymoon’. 


‘Jos’ Lemon (Calluna). Lemon leaves, white flowers. 
‘Jos Smith’ (carnea). Is E. x darleyensis ‘James Smith’. 


‘Ken Wilson’ (x williamsi1). tetralix “Hookstone Pink’ x 
vagans “Mrs D. F. Maxwell’. Father of David Wilson of 
British Columbia, hybridiser. 

‘Kindance’ (Calluna). Error for ‘Kynance’, but the plant was 
‘Red Pimpernel’. 

‘Kramers Rubin’ (carnea). Dark pink. Kurt Kramer b. 
1943. 

‘Kruse’s Mini’ (carnea). Small-leaved sport on “Winter 
Beauty. Hans Kruse of Bad Zwischenahn. Later 
changed to ‘Scatterley’. 


‘Little Robbert’ (Calluna). Compact pot plant, light 
mauve flowers. 
‘Little Robin’ (Calluna). Misnomer for the above. 
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‘Mr J (Calluna). Illegitimate name for “Mick Jamison. 
‘Margaret Bowerman’ (cinerea). Heliotrope flowers. Mrs 
Alfred Bowerman of Champs Hill, Sussex, d.1985. 

‘Marona (Calluna). More floriferous “Dirry’. 

‘Mick Jamison’ (Calluna). ° Darkness’ x “Tib’ semi-double, 
earlier Mr J. nursery owner in British Columbia, 
b.1916. 

‘Moon Glow (Calluna). Red and yellow tips to new growth, 
pale purple flowers. 

‘Moonlight’ (carnea). Compact, yellow/orange leaves, 
flowers pale pink. 

‘Mountain Snow (Calluna). Creamy white tips in spring, 
white flowers. 


‘Nathalie’ (carnea). Myretoun Ruby’ x ?. Flowers darker 
than ‘Myretoun Ruby’. 

‘New Dark’ (Calluna). Is “Dark Beauty’. 

‘Nele(Calluna). Red sport on ‘Schurig’s Sensation’, Gunter 
Wollmer, finder’s grandmother. 


‘Odette’ (Calluna). Purple-lilac sport on ‘Beoley 
Crimson. Grandaughter of G. K. Langenberg of 
Boskoop, finder. 

‘Opschot (tetralix). Stellate lilac flowers. (Name of a peat 
tool). 

‘Orange Star (Calluna), Sport on ‘Red Star’. Orange 
leaves. Name changed later to “Gleneagles’. 


Pink Davis’ (Calluna). Early name for ‘Tallboy. 

‘Pink Pacific’ (x watsonii). E. ciliaris ‘Corfe Castle’ x E. 
tetralix ‘Hookstone Pink, Low, salmon pink, from 
British Columbia. 

‘Pink’ Spreader (Calluna). Grey, pink tips in spring, lilac 
flowers. 

‘Pink Vigour (x watsonii). E. ciliaris “Corfe Castle’ x E. 
tetralix “Hookstone Pink’, ex British Columbia. 

‘Poolster’ (Calluna). Creamy young growth, white flowers. 
Means Pole Star. 

‘Raket’ (Calluna). White sport on ‘Ralph Purnell’. 
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‘Red Hackle (Calluna). Golden leaves, flowers deep 
pink. 

‘Redgauntlet’ (Calluna). Gold leaves, dark flowers. See p50 

‘Red Rip’ (Calluna). Bright red fiowers, lateish. Ripkens, 
from the Lower Rhine, introducer. 

‘Renate’ (tetralix). Cushion, white, yellow foliage. 

‘Rieanne’ (Calluna). In spring is tipped cream, pale mauve 
flowers. Daughter of H. J. de Bruijn, introducer 

‘Riko’ (tetralix). Compact, dark flowers. Grandson of 
Lother Denkewitz, originator. 

‘Rosantha’ (carnea). “Myretoun Ruby’ x ? Compact, dark 
flowers. Kurt Kramer. 

‘Rubin Rose (carnea). Darker than “Winter Beauty. 


‘“Sandhammaren  (Calluna). Crimson H13 (7Ic) flowers, f. 
diplocalyx, found W of Beacon of Sandhammaren, 
Skane, Sweden. 

‘Samtpfotchen’ (tetralix). Like ‘Riko’, flowers two weeks 
later. 

‘Sarah Platt’ (Calluna). Yellow-green leaves, double white 
flowers. Grandaughter of Jack Platt. 

‘Scatterley (carnea). Later name for “Kruse’s Mint. 

‘Sonning’ (Calluna). Double pink flowers. 

‘Sonny Boy’ (Calluna). Yellow leaves, light red flowers. 

‘Sparkling Stars’ (Calluna). Compact, speckled yellow- 
tipped young leaves, white flowers. 

‘Spider (Calluna). Cream-tipped young leaves, white 
flowers. 

‘Stefanie’ (Calluna). “Hammondii’ x “Long White’. W.36. 
Late white flowers. Kurt Kramer. 

‘Stikker’ (tetralix). pale violet bud flowerer. (Name of peat- 
cuting tool). 


‘Tallboy’ (Calluna). Very tall, grey leaves, pink flowers. 

‘Tessa’ (cinerea). Dwarf, purple flowers. Dog of H. Ballan- 
tyne, finder. 

“Tuke’s Lime’ (Calluna). Early name for ‘Emma Louise 
Tuke’. 

‘Tyndrum’ (Calluna). Early white. 
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‘Whisky (carnea). Name in Germany for ‘Bell's Extra 
Special’. 

‘Winterfreude’ (carnea). ‘Myretoun Ruby x ? Wine red 
flowers, early. Kurt Kramer. 

‘Winter Sport’ (Calluna). From David Wilson, British 
Columbia. 

‘Wollmer’s Weisse’ (Calluna). White sport on ‘Radnor. 
Gunther Wollmer of Fuhlendorf, finder. 


‘Yellow Carvel (Calluna). Bright yellow leaves, white 
flowers. cf p 50 

‘Yvette Gold’ (Calluna). From David Wilson. 

‘Yvette Silver (Calluna). From David Wilson. 


Ameliorations 


‘Amy Backhouse’ (carnea). Is “Treasure Trove’ (formerly 
‘Amy Doncaster’). 

‘Astler’s Variety (Calluna). From Mabberley, Cheshire. Not 
‘Ostler’s Variety. Name now ‘Emma Louise Tuke’. 

‘Creel’ (cinerea). Is correct and not ‘Screel’. 

‘George Rendall (x darleyensis). William George Rendall 
Eason, son of C. D. Eason. See p 33. 

‘Mary Grace’ (tetralix). Daughter of C. D. Eason. See p 33. 

lehmanniana. J. G. Lehman, 1792 - 1860 (not 1795!) 

‘R. A. McEwan’ (Calluna). Master draper of Dundee. d. 
1960. Grandfather of Miss Valerie Thom of Muirend 
Nursery. 

‘Red Hugh’ (Calluna). Hugh O'Donnell of Donegal. 1571 
- 1602. 

Schatzalp’ (carnea). Alpine garden founded 1968 in 
Guggenbachtali nr Davos. 


* OK OK K 
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New Acquisitions 


Jack Platt, Ulnes Walton, Lancashire 


[Jack Platt has continued to collect recently introduced 
heather cultivars. This year he has described 15 Callunas 
and one Erica carnea. Some of these are so new that they 
also appear in David McClintock's list of names he has 
encountered for the first time in 1922. Some have been in 
circulation a little longer, and for these I have attempted to 
give references, in parentheses, to previous publications of 
the name. 

I would like to thank Herman Blum, David McClintock 
and David Small for their invaluable help in supplying 
extra information on many of these cultivars, and checking 
the accuracy of what appears here. 


Ed] 
Calluna vulgaris 


*Camilla’ 

This is a very dwarf plant with dark green foliage and a 
compact bushy habit. It is similar to “Findling’, and has not pro- 
duced flowers up till now. Found c. 1985 by Leif Rapp of Palsboda, 
Sweden on a mountain called Fulutjallet in Dalarna. 


‘Colette’ 35cm tall Aug - Sept 
This cultivar has light-green to yellow foliage with orange tips, 
turning red-brown in winter. It has a broad erect habit. The crimson 
(H13) flowers on short stems, blend perfectly giving a pleasing 
effect 
It was found in 1983 by MrJ. Flecken, in his garden at Kerkrade, 
Holland, and introduced by G. van Hoef of Barneveld in 1988. 


*Crail Orange’ Mauve Aug - Sept 
This name refers to the orange summer foliage, which later 
turns bronze-green The plant has a low open habit. 
It was introduced by Crail Nurseries, Newstead Abbey Park. 
(HSYB, 1991, p. 41) 
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‘Daniella’ 

This is a small dwarf plant with dark green foliage. The stems 
are erect, giving the plant a bun shape. It is a good plant for the 
sink garden. 

It was found c. 1985 by Ingvar Danielsson (hence the name) at 
Smedjebacken, Dalarna, Sweden. 

(HSYB, 1992, p. 66) 


‘Emma Louise Tuke’ White Aug - Sept 

It has lime green foliage, a bushy habit, and good white flowers. 
Graham Tuke found it in a bed of J. F. Letts’ before 1990. It is some- 
what similar to ‘Lime Glade’. This plant has been sold as both 
“Ostler’s Variety” and “Tuke’s Lime”. Emma Louise is the wife of 
the finder. 


‘Heike’ Height 55cm Sept - Nov 

This plant has an erect habit and dark green foliage. It arose as a 
sport on H.E. Beale’ with darker, (H6) cerise double flowers. It was 
found in 1980 on the nursery of Martin Zimmer at Wiesmoor, 
Germany. 


Kermit’ 30cm high x 50cm spread Aug - Oct 
The light green foliage and erect habit give a nice foil to the 
white flowers of this cultivar. It has a broader habit than 
‘Westerlee Green’. 
It was introduced by A. Bosch, Westerlee, Groningen, Holland 
in 1991. It is named after a frog puppet in a TV programme. 


‘Little John’ Height 15 cm Pink, H8 Aug - Sept 
This is a small, compact plant of spikey habit. with short flower- 

ing stems. It is a neat plant for the rock or trough garden.Found in 

1984 by Mr J. G. Flecken on his father’s grave at Kerkrade, Holland 

and named after the finder. It was introduced by van Hoef of Bar- 

neveld in 1988. 

(HSYB, 1985, p 64). 


“Pastel” Sept - Nov 

This is an erect plant with grey-green leaves and double flowers 
of pale pink (H8). A sport from “Peter Sparkes’ with paler flowers 
found by Kurt Kramer of Edewecht-Suddorf in 1984. and 
named in 1986. 
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‘Peace’ 50cm high x 50cm spread Sept - Jan 


This ts first white flowering multibracteate form of Calluna. It 
has a stiff erect habit and dark green leaves. It is a beautiful plant, 
and was raised by K. Kramer in 1987 as a deliberate infraspecific 
hybrid between ‘Battle of Arnhem and ‘Long White’. The first plant 
was given to Nederlandse Heidervereniging ‘Ericultura’ in celebra- 
tion of their 20th anniversary in 1991, and it was they who named tt. 
Plants have been sold to the nurseries of De Bruijn of Boskoop and 
Haalboom of Driebergen who introduced itt. 

(HSYB, 1992. p. 68). 


"Red Hackle’ 30cm high x 45cm spread Aug - Sept 

The gold foliage blends well with the ruby (H5) flowers of this 
cultivar. The erect habit helps to make it a striking plant. It was 
found as a seedling in 1989 in his nursery garden by John Proudfoot 
of Methven, Perthshire. 


‘Rieanne’ 35cm high x 45cm spread Aug - Sept 
The yellow tips of the dark green foliage are very bright in spring 
and autumn. The plant has a broad erect habit mauve flowers. 
It arose as a seedling with Mr T. Huisman of Hattem, and was 
introduced by Mr H. W. de Bruijn Boskoop in 1992. This cultivar 
won a silver medal at Floriade 1992. 


‘Sarah Platt’ Double white Aug - Sept 

I found this in the mid 1980s as a sport on “David Platt’ with 
yellow foliage in spring and summer, later turning yellow-green, It 
is lower growing and has larger flowers than “David Platt’. It 1s 
named after our grand daughter. the daughter of David Platt. and 
was registered in November 1992. 


‘Yellow Carvel’ 20cm high x 45cm spread Aug - Sept 

This plant has white flowers, a good deep yellow foliage 
throughout the year and an erect habit. It was found as a seedling by 
John Proudfoot in his nursery garden at Melven in 1989. 


“Yellow Globe’ Height 10cm Mauve Aug - Sept 
It was found as a seedling near ‘White Lawn’ by MrT. Huisman 

at Hattem. Holland. It has a round low habit. yellow leaves in 

summer later turning an orange red which is most attractive. 
Introduced by H. W. de Bruijn of Boskoop in 1990. 
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Erica carnea 


‘Scatterley’ 

This cultivar looks like a very small “Winter Beauty from which 
it is a sport. Found by H. Kruse, nurseryman of Bad Zwischenahn 
by 1991. 


Corrigendum 


Calluna vulgaris “Golden Wonder was found in 1985 and not 
1989 as is stated on p 62 of the 1992 Year Book in Jack Platt’s list of 
new acquisitions. It was introduced in 1989. and was formerly 
known as Gold Star 


* OK OK OK 


Cultivars Registered During 1992 


The Registrar 


102. Erica cinerea ‘Marina’. White flowers and bright green foliage 
all the year round, hardier than most in the Netherlands. Found 
in Lande de Fréhel in 1980 by J. G. Flecken of Kerkrade and 
registered by him 9th May 1992. 

103. Erica x watsoni ‘Mary’. Eglandular with young foliage reddish 
pink and long racemes of light purple. H1!0, flowers. Very hardy 
in S. E. Netherlands. Found in the Lande de Frehel in 1985 by J. 
G. Flecken and registered by him 9th May 1992. 

104. Erica carnea “Bell's Extra Special’ (synonym “Whisky ). An 
orange foliaged seedling No. 292 of 1984 of ‘Myretoun Ruby x ?. 
which stands sun better than “Foxhollow. 

105. Erica carnea “Nathalie. Seedling No. 271 with “Myretoun 
Ruby as one parent, dating from 1984. its flowers even darker 
red than those of “Myretoun Ruby. Both registered by K. 
Kramer July 1992. 

106. Erica x darleyensis ‘Aurélie Brégeon’. A sport on ‘Darley Dale’ 
at Renans, Switzerland in 1980. It differs in its thicker stems, 
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darker foliage. earlier flowering and larger flowers. 0.6 x 0.4 cm. 
Registered by its finder M. Henri Bregeon., 31st July 1992 

107. Erica cinerea “Margaret Bowerman’. A seedling in 1985 
differing from’Cevennes in being a stronger grower with longer 
racemes. Registered by Mrs Mary Bowerman. her daughter- 
in-law. 

108. Calluna vulgaris ‘“Gronsinka’. A cushion seedling from Gron 
sinka, Dalarna, Sweden, found by the late Ellert Bjorklund in 
1983. It does not normally produce flowers, but may have a few. 
It is distinct in its light green, mossy foliage. Registered by Brita 
Johansson 28th September 1992. 

109. Calluna vulgaris “Minioxaback’. A seedling found by the late 
Hilding Milsson from seed from*Oxaback’ about 1976. It differs 
from this in being even smaller in all its parts. No flowers were 
known until a few appeared in 1992. Registered by Brita 
Johansson 28th September 1992. 


110. Calluna vulgaris ‘Glasa’. A sport on ‘Beoley Silver found by 
John Proudfoot in his nursery at Methven, Scotland in 1987. It is 
hardier, tighter and more upright, with no winter damage or 
browning of the foliage; its racemes denser and appearing a 
fortnight earlier. Registered by J. Proudfoot 19th October 
1992. 

111. Calluna vulgaris ‘Sarah Platt’. A sport in the 1980's on “David 
Platt’ (her father) differing in its lower more compact habit 
and larger flowers. Registered by her grandfather Jack Piatt. 

112. Erica carnea ‘Kramer's Rubin’. Seedling of Myretoun Ruby x 
? in 1984, compact with a bright H14 corolla, brighter than 
‘Lohse’s Rubin’. 

113. Erica carnea ‘Rosantha’.. Another 1984 seedling “Myretoun 
Ruby x ?, compacter than other late sorts, with a pink H7 
corolla. 

114. Calluna vulgaris ‘Stefanie’. A seedling “Hammondi x “Long 
White’ of 1986 with single white flowers, flowering two weeks 
later than ‘Hammondi1. 

115. Erica carnea ‘Winterfreude’. Another 1984 seedling Myretoun 
Ruby x ? flowering early with crimson H13 flowers of the same 
colour as “Myretoun Ruby’. 

All these four registered by the hybridiser and introducer, Kurt 
Kramer, 20th November 1992. 

116. Erica cinerea ‘High-Ness’ (earlier P.L.C *.). Seedling in 1972 at 
Ness Gardens, Wirral, with Purple Violet 82B (Lavender H3) 
corollas and S59A calices, in 15 cm racemes. Registered by P. L. 
Cunnington, Curator of Ness Gardens, finder. 
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Nurseries which take the trouble to do their duty and register 
their new cultivars, might well take a leaf out of Jurgen Krebs’s 
catalogue, where he reproduces, half-size, certificates for cultivars 
he has registered, adding their distinctive features noted on the 
reverse of the certificates. They make a telling feature. 


* KX * * 


Recent Writings on Heathers 1992 


Anon. “Bliihende Winter-wunder bis zum Mai’, Mein Schooner 
Garten, Jan., p 38 
A short encomium. 
Anon. “The Common Thread.” Kew. Summer, pp 6 - 7. 
The heather mycorrhiza found to combine with a lichen. 
Anon. “New heathers bring a riot of colour.” Garden News, 4th 
Aug., p 14. 
‘Dark Star and ‘Red Star, with photograph. BHGA 
promotion. 
Anon. “Windlesham launch autumn heathers”, Nurseryman and 
Garden Centre, 27th July, p 7 
‘Whitehall’ and “Dark Beauty. 
Anon. “News”, Horticultural Week, 26th Aug.. p 8. 
The pink hedgehog with yellow boots, mascot of BHGA. 
Anon. “Rising Stars”, Gardeners World, Sept.. p 5. 
‘Dark Star and ‘Red Star’, with photograph. 
Anon. “Ground Cover Plants, heathers and conifers.” Amateur 
Gardening, 3rd Oct., p 32. 
A scrappy account, one photograph, of E. darleyensis ‘Irish 
Dusk’! 
Anon. “Business among the bonnie blooming heather.” Strathearn 
Herald, Oct. 
John Davidson's Highland Heathers at Comrie. 
Anon. “Putting a stop to sheep damage”, English Nature, No. 4. 
po 
Restoring heather communities badly affected by sheep 
grazing. 
Anon. “Save our sport.” Country Life. Sth Nov.. p 92. 
The damage to heather, and so to grouse shooting, from Winter- 
and Vapourer moths. 
Anon. Increase heathers”, Garden News, 30th Sept.. p 5. 
Cuttings. 
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Anon.’Cape Heaths”, Gardening from Which, Dec.. pp 409 -410. 
E. gracilis “best discarded after flowering”. 

Anon. Bright winter leaves, Amateur Gardening, 12th Dec.. p 12. 
Ten Callunas listed, photographs SE ane and ‘Sunset’. 

Anon. “Irish What?”, The Irish Garden, 1992, Vol. 2. No. 1. p 13. 
Quoting from our Bulletin misnomers for ‘Irish Ditsie: 

Allais, D. P.. Simon, G., Bennini, B., Chulia, A. J., Kaouadyi, M. and 

Delage, C., “Flavone and flavonol glucosides from Calluna 
vulgaris’, Phytochemistry, 1992, Vol. 30. No. 7, pp 3099 - 3100 
Two new flavonoid glycosides isolated and characterised by 
chemical spectroscopic means. 

Arnolds, E.,“ Dynamics of macrofungi in two moist heathlands in 
Drenthe, N. Netherlands, Acta Bot. Neerl.. 1992, Vol. 37, No. 2, 
pp 291 - 305 
One plot dominated by E. tetralix; the changes noted were 
fluctuations. 

Arrigani, P. V., Guida alle Flora, Nuova Imagine, Sienna 
Deals with Marenna, the quite small National Park on the coast 
of Tuscany. Calluna, p 15, in its most southerly location in Italy. 
Erica arborea, E. multiflora and E. scoparia nicely 
depicted. 

Ashton, L., “Ericas of the Cape Peninsula’, Veld & Flora, 1992, Vol. 
78. No. 4, p 126 
“A list for ericophiles”, some 95 species in the sequence in which 
their photographs appear in Schumann's book, with a 
photograph of E. nevillet known nowhere else. 


Battye, J.. “Heathers for all seasons”, The Garden, 1992, Vol. 117, 
No. 2, pp 65 -69 
A colourful account of the Wisley collection, but mentioning 
none of the newer cultivars. 

Bennini, B., Chulia, A. J.. Kadouadyi. M. and Thomason Fe 

“Flavonod glycosides in Erica cinerea. Phytochemistry, 1992, 

Vol. 31, No. 7, pp 2483 - 2496 
A new glycoside from the flowers. in addition to eight other 
compounds. 

Bloom, A. and A., “Heath and Heather Directory” (in) Bloom's of 
Bressingham Garden Plants, pp 183 - 204. 
A very competent survey of 50 Callunas, 9 Daboecias and 85 
Ericas, with plenty of illustrations. 

Bloom, Adrian, “Never ending story”, Practical Gardening, Feb.. 
p22 
His heathers. Fine photograph of Foggy Bottom in March. 
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Bloom, Adrian, “Heathers beautiful or boring?”, Practical 
Gardening, “Jan. 1993” (out 7th Dec. 1992), pp 30 - 31. 
His riposte to Stebbing, below. 

Burmester, ~ ‘Cinderella’ und Pimpernell’ ~, Hoyer Wochenblatt. 
14th April 
An account, with a photograph, of the visit of the German 
Society and four members of our Society to the nursery of 
Jurgen Krebs. 


Casa, J. P.. Gammans, R. G. and Abad, J. M., Flora Iberica 
chartographica, Barcelona, 1991. 

Lists of distribution maps for Calluna, Daboecia and 16 Erica 
taxa, including “mediterranea”. 

Chapman, H. M. and Bannister, P.. “The spread of heather. 
Calluna vulgaris into indigenous plant communities of 
Tongariro National Park”, New Zealand Jnl of Ecology. 1990, 
Vol. 14. pp 7 - 16 
A prelude to attempting its control, by heather beetle. where it 
now covers 120 sq. km. 

Charpin, A. and Jordan, D.. Catalogue floristique de la Haute 
Savoie, Geneva 
Andromeda p 293. p 294 Calluna, E. carnea,. E. vagans. known 
1907 - 1938 near Annecy, not seen since. The 1862 record 
probably an error for the classic locality near Geneva. 

Cox, D.. “A bonny heather,” Garden News. 8th Jan., p 11 
His choice of 17 winter flowerers. 

Davidson, M., “Bright lights for dark days”, Sunday Express, 8th 
Sept., p 55 
E. carnea well written up. 

Diaz-Vargas et al.,““Plantas vascularas de Andaluisia oriental en 
los ficheros de siete herbarios”, Jaen, 1991 
The whereabouts in Spain of herbarium specimens of Spanish 
heathers. 

Druery, H., “12 Instant ideas for a great gardening look’. 
Garden Answers, p 38. 

Brief praise of winter flowerers. 


Eason, B. W., “Elusive heathers sought”. Garden News, 9th Sept. 
p 10 
The daughter-in-law of C. D. Eason, and wife of John Eason, 
seeks ‘David Eason’ and ‘George Rendall’. cf pp 32 - 34. 
Eighme, L.,“ Hardy Heather Species”, Washington Park Arboretum 
Bulletin, 1992, Vol. 55, No. 1, pp 36 - 37. 
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A warm review of Dorothy Metheny's book. 
Everett, D.. “Plan for a year-round garden”. Garden News, 3rd 
March, p 5S. 
Erica carnea. 
“Heaths with Royal connections”, 1bid., 25th March, p 5. 
The Backhouse carneas. 
“When Irish heaths are flowering”, 1bid., 22nd April. p 21. 
E. erigena ‘Brian Proudley inflorescence 14 ins long. 
“Giant of the heather world”, rbid., 26th May, p 24. 
E. arborea, the last winter lime-tolerant to flower. 
“Lets hear it for our native Bell heather’, 1bid., 15th July, 
prZs: 
E. cinerea duly praised. 
“Silvery-pink beauty was a chance find”, ibid., 7th Oct. 
p 29. 
‘H. E. Beale’ and 13 other double Callunas. 
“Colour from winter Callunas”, ibid., 4th Nov.. p 21 
Coloured foliage cvs. 11 mentioned. 


Fernandez-Lopez, C., “Revisiones de plantas vasculares de la 
peninsula Iberica 1991”, Jaen, 1992. 

An alphabetical index of c. 1700 articles and books. Calluna 
in, and on p 25 Erica with a woefully incomplete list, which 
includes “Nelson and Maclintock 1983”. 

Fraser, N., Star heaths, Practical Gardening, Sept. p 61. 
‘Red Star’ and ‘Dark Star’ plus a photograph. 


Girard, P., La Flore du department de Vaucluse, p 259 
Useful data for the distribution of E. arborea (Nyon) and 
E. cinerea. 
Gonzalez-Martin, A. et al., Icones de la flora de Andalusia 
The publications, some in English, with illustrations of 
Spanish heathers. 

Greenoak, F., “Pink and Purple Haze”, Weekend Times, 2nd May, 
p 13. 

Cherrybank. 

Giiner, A. and Inan, A.. “An expedition to the Inner Aegean 
(Turkey)”, Karaca Arboretum Magazine, 1992, Vol. 1, No. 4. p 
137. 

Erica bocqueti covering the ground very well around Toptas, 
near Ciglikara. Photograph in fig. 17. 


Heath, P. V.. “Commentary on the proposal to conserve Erica L..” 
Calyx, 1992, Vol. 2, No. 3. p 99. 
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A personal opinion that the agreed published recognition of 
E. cinerea as the type species of Erica is wrong. 
Heitz. C.. Schul-und Excursions flora fur die Schweiz by Binz. A.. 
19th edition (since 1920). Schwabe. Basel. p 310. 
Helpful data for E. arborea (fls “weiss oder blass rosa”). E. 
tetralix and E. vagans. 


Jeffrey, D. W., “Distinguished natives”. Irish Garden Plant Soc. 
News Letter, No. 44. pp 7 - 8. 
Brief mention of Daboecia, but a fine photograph of it. 


Johansson, B..”“Om Ljung”. Hem Tradgarden, 1992. No.3. pp 11- 16. 
A comprehensive and right up to date account. 
Johri, B. M., Ambegaokar, K. B. and Srivastava, P. S.. Complete 
embryology of the angiosperms Vol. 2, Springer. 1992. p 621 and 
p 623. 
Mentions Calluna, Daboecia and E. tetralix. 


Kristinsson, H.. A guide to the flowering plants of Iceland. Orn 
Og Orlyhur, Rejkavik, 1987, p 65. 

An excellent photograph of Calluna. 

Kitschera, L. and Lichteneggar, M.. Wurzelatlas 
mitteleuropaischer Grunlandpflanzen 2 (1), Fischer. 1992. 
pp 244 -252. 

Calluna treated at length with two full drawings of its root 
system, with ecological etc details. E. cinerea brought in too. 

Kitschera, L. and Sobotik. M.. ibid 2 (2). pp 92 - 93 

More on Calluna with photomicrographs. 

Kusch. P.. “Gardening story without an end”. The Island Grower, 

Dee~ ppi2s)= 26: 
The large. ll-year old garden of the Treasurer of the N. 
American Heather Society chapter in British Columbia, Al 
Smith and his wife Shirley. with 300 different heathers. and 
much else. 


Lacey. S., “Queen of woodlanders holds court”, Daily Telegraph, 
25th May. 

An account of Mrs Amy Doncaster. 

Legg. C. J.. Maltby. E. and Procter. M. C. F..“ The ecology of severe 
moorland fire on the North Yorks moors; seed distribution and 
seedling establishment”. J. Ecology. 1992. Vol. 80. No. 4. pp 737 - 
152), 

The fire of 1976 destroyed all of the viable seed bank and left 
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the ground uncolonised by vascular plants for at least ten 
years. 

Lopez. C. F. et al.. “Plantea vasculares en revistas gitanucas 
andaluzas . Jaen, 1991 


McClintock, D.. “Le Point sur les Bruyéres cultivees at genres 
voisins . Association des parcs botaniques de France, Bulletin 
de lisiaon 4°. 1991, pp 13 - 16. 
The translation by B. de la Rochefoucauld. of a general 
account originally writen for the Kew Magazine. 
“Einiges tuber die Geschichte der Erica vagans-Gruppe . 
Der Heidegarten. 1991, No. 29, pp 12 - 13. 
Taken from HSYB, 1990, pp 29 - 32. 
“Tets over de geschiedenis van de Erica vagans-groep . 
Ericultur 991, No. 83. pp 17 - 19. 
A translation into Dutch of the article in Der Heidegarten. 
McDowell. C. and Oliver, Ted.. “Will Pine plantations exterminate 
the recently rediscovered Erica alexandri. Veld & Flora, 1992. 
Vol. 78. No. 3. pp 88 - 89. 
Last seen in 1922 and not in cultivation, it’s rediscovery a 
good story. 
Malan. K. and Kotze. D.. “Review of Ericas of Southern Africa by 
D. Schumann and G. Kirsten”, Veld & Flora, 1992, Vol. 78. No. 
8, (Oe. 
A glowing appreciation. “The demands of a large readership 
have been met’. 
Mascher, A. L.. Angerman lands Flora, 1990. 
A single locality for E. tetralix found in the 1980's in E. central 
Finland. 
Nicholson, D.,“Proposals to conserve or reject ..... Erica,’ Taxon, 
1992, Vol. 41, No. 3. p 563, 
E. cinerea confirmed as the conserved type of the 
genus. 
Nicholson, G.. Nymans, Alan Sutton, 1992, p 27. 
A photograph of its heather garden c. 1902. possibly the first 
of its kind to be seen in England (or elsewhere ?). 


Oliver, E. G. H..°Studies in the Ericoideae VIII. New combinations 
for Philippia made in Erica for the Flora Zambesiaca region’, 
Kew Bulletin, 1992, Vol 47, No. 4. pp 665 - 666. 

Six species and two subspecies thus transferred for the 
first time. 
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Peretto, R. et al., “Cell surface in Calluna vulgaris hair roots”. 
Protoplasma, 1990, Vol. 155, No. 1 - 3, pp 1 - 18 
Biochemical examination of the surface in_ sterile 
conditions. 


Rice, G., “Plants to make the most of winter”, Gardeners World, 
Feb, colour supplement, pp 29 - 32 
Harlow Carr, and not only winter-flowerers. 


Schildkamp, T., “Geen heide-bloempje sonder thrips”, Groei & 
Bloei, Sept. p 23 
The role of thrips in pollinating Calluna. 
Schonfelder, P. and Bresinsky, A., Verbreitungs-atlas der Farn-und 
Bluten Pflanzen Bayerns, Ulmer, 1990 
Interesting detailed maps for Bavaria, no text. p 382 Erica 
carnea, E. tetralix and Calluna. p 384 Andromeda. 


Small, D., “Good seasonable buys”, Amateur Gardening. |st Feb.. 
p 4l. 
8 carneas, 8 x darleyensis, 4 erigenas. 
“Plant in time”, ibid., 7th March. 
Good advice on planting. 
_ “Shape up for summer’, rbid., 11th April. 
Pruning. 
“Last but not least”, ibid., 16th May. p 46. 
E. erigena the last of the winter lime-tolerant species to flower. 
“Disappearing Belles”, 1bid., 26th June, p 38. 
E. cinerea. Picture of “Rosabella’. 
“New for old”, ibid., 25th July, p 35. 
Propagation. 
“Superstars”, ibid., 29th Aug.. p 34. 
‘Dark Star and ‘Red Star’ with a picture. 
“Plant Now’, ibid., 3rd Oct.. p 38. 
Planting advice. 
“Indoor varieties”, 1bid., 7th Nov.. p 43. 
E. gracilis and E. x hyemalis. Good advice. 
“A winter review’, ibid., 12th Dec.. p 12. 
E. carnea, mentioning ‘Winter Sun’, ‘Rosalie’ etc. Pictures of 
Challenger’ and Golden Starlet’. 
Stebbing, G., Heaths beautiful or boring? Practical Gardening, Jan. 
1993 (out 7th Dec. 1992), pp 28 - 29 
A condescending, not quite fair, case against “those scruffy 
ericaceous bushes”. See Bloom, above. 


Tait, B., “Bell's heathers”, The Garden, 1992, Vol. 117, No. 9, pp 430 - 
433 
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Cherrybank generally, with a poor account of its heathers. 
Tinhout, A. and Verger, M. J. A.. “Fine roots in a dry Calluna 
heathland”, Acta bot. Neerlandica, 1992, Vol. 37, No. 2. pp 225 - 
230 
Such roots are concentrated in the top soil, their quantity 
depending on moisture. 


Usher, M. B.,“ Management and diversity of arthropods in Calluna 
heathland”, Biodiversity and Conservation, 1992, Vol. 1, No. 2. 
pp 63 - 

Based on ten moors in Yorks. Diversity of flora poor; of 
some invertebrate groups high. 


van de Laar, H. J.. “Keuringen 1991”, Dendroflora. 1991, Vol. 28, 
p70 Getuigschrift van Aanbeveling (Award of Recommend- 
ation for Calluna ‘Ellen’ and ‘Ralph’s Red’. with colour 
photographs. 

van den Wollenberg, B. J. W. et al., Utrecht University Catalogue of 
Plant Collections 
pp 238 - 240 lists some 109 Calluna cvs: p 241 ten Daboecia: 
pp 242 - 244 120 Ericas, grown in that garden in central 
Holland. 

Verhoeven. J. T. A.,(ed.), Fens and Bogs in the Netherlands, Kluwer, 
1992 

On plant associations. 

Viémont, J.D, and Beaujean, F., “Les Bruyeres in vitro IV. Edificati 

on du systeme racinaire adventif chez lErica x darleyensis: 
mise en evidence d'un rhythmicité”, Canad. J. Bot., 1992, Vol. 70. 
No. 5, pp 1180 - 1186 

Roots and foliar shoots grow rhythmically. 


Willems, J. H., “Soil seed bank and regeneration of a Calluna 
community after forest clearing”, Acta bot. Neerlandica, 1992, 
Vol. 37, No. 2, pp 313 - 320 

Density of seeds varied enormously, but reached 30,000 per sq 
metre to a depth of 20 cm. 

Wilson, J.. “Heathers in the Highlands”, Nurseryman & Garden 
Centre, 1992, Vol. 181, No. 11, pp 18 - 19 

lan Willis and Inverliethen Nurseries. 
Witt, H-H., “Europiaische Heide - Vielfalt en miniature’, Garten 
borse + Gartenwelt, 1992, No. 36, pp 1745 - 1747 
A fallible brief survey of some species with an illustrated 
key. 
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“Kultur von Erica cinerea”, 1bid., p 1748 
Advice on pot cultivation. 500.000 sold annually in 
Germany. 
“Steckbrief: Grau-oder Aschenheide”, ibid.. pp 1744 and 
1753 - 1754 
Praise for Erica cinerea. 
“Aschenputtel als Sortiment”, ibid., pp 1755 - 1756 
68 cvs (too) briefly listed. including ‘Jersey Wonder’. “Next 
Best and ‘Rock Ruth’. 
“Versuchsergebnisse in Kuirze™. ibid.. p 1759 
Effects of various culture techniques. 
“Erica cinerea. Heide fur Europa”, ibid.. p 1760 
Ideas for increasing its sales. 

Woodin, S.. Graham, B.. Killick, A. and Cresser, E., “Nutrient 
limitation on the long term response of heather Calluna to 
CO: enrichment”, New Phytologist, 1992. Vol. 122. No. 4. pp 
635 -642 

Growth response reached its maximum with a relatively 
small increase in CO2 concentration. 


A great many of these entries arise from notes made in the 
libraries of the British Museum (Natural History) and of the RHS, 
and some from those at Kew and the Linnean Society. I am very 
appreciative of the welcome I get at these institutions. Very few 
entries come from members ..... 

I have not listed the many useful papers in our contemporaries 
Ericultura. Der Heidegarten and Heather News, hoping that 
members have seen these. 


* K * OK OX 
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NURSERYMEN MEMBERS 


* Further details in our advertisements. We thank these members for the 


support which they give to the Year Book. 


WwW Wholesale only. 

W/R Members who cater for both wholesale and retail trade. 
Nurseries in this group. and the preceding one, welcome 
enquiries from other traders needing supplies. 


MO Nurserymen who are willing to supply plants by “mail 
order.” 
All other nurserymen members cater for retail trade 
only. 


ZONE 1. Scotland 


W Mr & Mrs T. G. M. CALLAN, Taggs Nurseries. Hartwood 
Mains. West Calder. West Lothian EH55 8LE 

W/R/ Mr D. A. LAMBIE, Speyside Heather Centre, West End, 

MO Skye of Curr, Dulnain Bridge, Inverness-shire 

MO Mr C. P. PIPER, Pennyacre Nurseries, Crawley House, 


Springfield. Fife KYIS 3RU 

Mr J. D. W. PROUDFOOT, 34 Lynedoch Road. Methven, 
Perthshire. PH! 3PN 

W/R Mr G. S. STURROCK, Angus Heathers. 10 Guthrie Street. 
Letham. Angus DD8 2PS 

Mr D. W. WILIAMSON, T. & W. Christie (Forres) Ltd, The 
Nurseries. Forres. Morayshire [1V36 OEA 


ZONE 2. Ireland 


W Mr J. BRADLEY, Mid-Ulster Garden Centre, Station Road, 
Maghera, Co. Londonderry. N. Ireland BT46 5BS 

W/R Mrs M. HANNA, 162 Lisnevanagh Road. Antrim, Co. 
Antrim, N. Ireland BT41 2JJ 

W/R Mr & Mrs D. KERINS, Fernhurst Garden Nurseries. 


Killowen, Kenmare. Co. Kerry. Republic of Ireland 
Mr D. McLAUGHLIN, The Brambles, 51 Glenpark Road. 
Rosnamuch, Omagh. Co. Tyrone, N. Ireland 

Mr G. WILLIS, Greenmount, Kilternan, Co. Dublin. 
Republic of Ireland 


ZONE 3. North East 
W/R Mr & Mrs D. R. ANDERSON, Dilston Plains, Corbridge. 
Northumberland NE45 SREM 
Mr & Mrs W. CROW, Starraig Nead. Scots Gap. Morpeth, 
Northumberland NE61 4EQ 
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ZONE 4. North West 


W/R Mr & Mrs S. CRABTREE, Eversley Nursery. 10 Granville 
Avenue, Hesketh Bank. Preston. Lancashire 
PR4 6AH 

Ww Mr T. FODEN, Foden Nurseries. Rowley House. 
Kermincham. Holmes Chapel. Cheshire CW4 8DX 

W/R R. HOLMES & SONS, The Nurseries. Natland. Kendal. 
Cumbria LAY 7QC 

W/R * Mr T. J. OKELL, Okell’s Nurseries. Duddon Heath. Nr 
Tarporley. Cheshire CW6 OEP 

MO Mr & Mrs R. G. RIMMER, Hinton House. Pygons Hill. 

W/R Lydiate. Nr Liverpool. Merseyside L31 4JF 


ZONE 5. Humberside and Yorkshire 
W/R Mr & Mrs M. P. HARRISON, Asselby Nurseries. Asselby. 
Nr Goole. N. Humberside DN14 7HE 


ZONE 6. East Midlands 
W/R Mr A. ANNABEL, Springwood. 22 Church Drive. Ravens- 
head. Nottingham NGI5 9FG 
W/R/MO = CRAIL NURSERIES Ltd, Newstead Abbey Park. Linby. 
Nottingham NGI5 8GD 
NEW ST. NURSERY, 47 New St. Blaby. Leicestershire 
LE8 3GT 
Mr & Mrs A. SCOTT-BLORE, 7 Cheribough Road. Old 
Acres, Castle Donington. Derbyshire DE7 2NR 


ZONE 7. West Midlands 
W/R Mr J. L. ALLEN, Green Beech Nursery. Oxlevs Road. 
Wishaw, Sutton Coldfield. W. Midlands B76 9PA 
Mr G. J. COOKES, Little Froome. 2 Drayton Lane. Fenny 
Drayton, Nuneaton. Warwickshire CV13 6A2 


W * Mr & Mrs M. EVERETT, Greenacres Nursery. Bringsty. 
Worcester WR6 STA 

W/R Mr M. J. LAWLEY, The Laurels. Fairfield Lane. Wolverley. 
Kidderminster, Worcestershire. DY 11 5QJ 

W/R * Mr & Mrs R. WARNER, Barneroft Nurseries. Dunwood 
Lane. Longsdon. Stoke-on-Trent. — Staffordshire 

ST9 9QW 
W/R * Mrs H. WARREN, Conifers. 10 Outwoods Street. Burton- 


on-Trent, Staffordshire DE14 2PJ 


ZONE 8. Wales 


W/R Mr J. D. M. FORD, Beacons Nurseries. Hilltop. Sunny- 
bank, Brecon, Powys LD3 7RW 
W/R Mr & Mrs J. L. JONES, Glynwern Nursery. Cilcennin, 


Lampeter. Dyfed SA48 8RJ 
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ZONE 9. Eastern 


MO CHRIS BOWERS and SONS, Whispering Trees Nursery. 
Wimbotsham, Norfolk PE34 8QB 

MO * Mr & Mrs B. A. GODFREY, Bridge Nurseries. Dunwich, Nr 
Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 3DZ 

W/R Mr & Mrs B. F. HIPPERSON, Norwich Heather & Conifer 


Centre, 54a Yarmouth Road. Thorpe. Norwich, Norfolk 
MO IP21 4QP 


W/R Mr & Mrs H. B. OAKES, The Nurseries. Pulham St Mary, 
Diss, Norfolk IP21 4QQ 

W Mrs P. RODWELL, Upminster Lodge Nurseries. Tomkyns 
Lane. Upminster. Essex RM14 ITP 

W/R * Mr & Mrs D. J. SMALL, Denbeigh Heather Nurseries, All 

MO Saints Road. Creeting St Mary, Ipswich, Suffolk 
IP6 8PJ 

W/R * Mr & Mrs M. J. STRUTT, Woodland Nursery. Gardiners 


Lane, North Cray Hill, Billericay, Essex CM11 2XE 
Mr & Mrs C. J. WHITAKER, 51 Gilmore Way, Great 
Baddow. Chelmsford, Essex CM2 7AP 


ZONE 10. North Thames 
JUDY & ELIZABETH NURSERIES, 70 - 80 Port Road, 
New Duston, Northampton 


ZONE 12. South West 
Mr & Mrs D. M. EDGE, Forest Edge Nursery. Verwood 
Road, Woodlands. Wimborne. Dorset BH21! 6LJ 


W/R * Mrs D. H. JONES, Otters’ Court Heathers. West Camel. 
MO Yeovil. Somerset BA22 7QF 
W Mr & Mrs R. KOERPER, Battle House Gardens, Bromham, 


Chippenham, Wiltshire SN1IS 2EX 

NAKED CROSS NURSERIES, Waterloo Road. Corfe 
Mullen, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 3SR 

Mr & Mrs D. K. PRICE, Orchardleigh Nursery. Botley 
Road. Bishops Waltham, Hampshire, SO3 1DR 

Mr & Mrs H. PRINGLE, 166 Woodlands Road. Ashurst, 
Southampton, Hampshire SO4 2AP 

Mr & Mrs A. J. SELFE, Copperfield, Chatter Alley, 
Dogmersficld, Basingstoke, Hampshire 

Mr P. J. SQUIRES, Heatherwood Nurseries, Merley Park 
Road, Wimborne, Dorset 


ZONE 13. Far West 
Mr C. D. MARSHALL, Pipers Pool Nurseries, Coombe 
Rise, Pipers Pool, Launceston, Cornwall PL15 8QG 
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ZONE 14. Overseas 


W 

W Mr H. W. de BRUYN, Insteek 46. 2771 Boskoop. 
Nederland 

W/R Mr & Mrs J. BYWATER, 22 Winchester Avenue. Halifax. 
Nova Scotia B3P 2C8. Canada 

MO Mrs C. COE, Coehaven Nursery. 150 Rangiuru Road. 


Otaki. New Zealand 

Mrs R. M. KNIGHT, Heather Acres Inc., 62 Elma-Monte 

Road. Elma. WA98541. USA 

Mr K. KRAMER, Edammer Strasse 26. 188 Edewecht- 

Suddorf. Germany 

Mr & Mrs D. A. PHILLIPS, PO Box 206. Monbulk. Victoria 

3793. Australia 

MO Mr R. SPITZ, 1512 Chavannes. S. Moudon. Switzerland 
Mr H. WESTERMANN, D-3045 Bispingen. Baumschul- 

enweg 2. Germany 


KKK KX 


LOCAL ORGANISERS 


ZONE 1. Scotland 
Mr J. A. WILLIAMSON, 36 Smithyfield Crescent, 
Blairgowrie. Perthshire PHIO 6UD 


ZONE 2. Ireland 
Mrs J. M. S. MceCOLLUM, The Orchard. Lucan. Co. 
Dublin, Ireland 


ZONE 3. North East 
Mrs D. M. WARNER, Littlecroft. Ponteland. Newcastle-on 
Tyne NE20 9BQ 


ZONE 4. Merseyside 
Mr R. H. P. PICKERING, 9 Bushbys Park, Formby. Liver- 
pool L37 2EE 


ZONE 10. North Thames 
Mr A. J. STOW, Widmour, Limmer Lane, High Wycombe. 


Buckinghamshire HP12 4QR 


ZONE 11. Southern 
Mr A. HALL, 18 Albury Avenue, Cheam. Surrey SM2 7JT 
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ZONE 12. South West 
Mr P. L. JOYNER, 84 Kinross Road. Rushington. Totton. 
Southampton SO4 4BN 


* K * K * 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS 


FINANCE 

Mr D. B. OLIVER, 17 Hayclose Crescent. Kendal. Cumbria LA9 7NT 
(Chairman) 

Mr A. HALL, 18 Albury Avenue. Cheam. Surrey SM2 7JT 

Mrs D. H. JONES, Otters’ Court. West Camel. Somerset BA22 7QF 

Mr P. L. JOYNER, 84. Kinross Road. Rushington. Totton. Southampton 
SO4 4BN 

Mr D. J. T. MAYNE, 16 Poplar Avenue. Kirbymoorside. Yorks YO6 6ES 


GENERAL PURPOSES 

Mrs D. H. JONES, Otters) Court. West Camel. Somerset BA22 7QF 

(Chairman) 

Mr A. HALL, 18 Albury Avenue, Cheam. Surrey SM2 7JT 

Mrs P. B. LEE, Birches, Kingswood Firs. Grayshott. Hindhead. Surrey 

GU25 6EX 

Mr D. J. T. MAYNE, 16 Poplar Avenue. Kirbymoorside. Yorks YO6 6ES 

Mr D. J. SMALL, Denbeigh. All Saints Road. Creeting St Mary. Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP6 8PJ 

Mr A. J. STOW, Widmour. Limmer Lane. High Wycombe.Buckinghamshire 
HP12 4QR 


PUBLICATIONS 

Mr P. L. JOYNER, 84. Kinross Road. Rushington. Totton. Southampton 
SO4 4BN (Chairman) 

Mr A. R. COLLINS, 4 Deer's Farm. Wisley. Woking. Surrey GU23 60H 

Mrs D. EVERETT, Greenacres Nursery. Bringsty. Worcester WR6 5TA 

Mr A. W. JONES, Otters Court. West Camel. Somerset BA22 7QF 

Mr D. B. OLIVER, 17 Hayclose Crescent. Kendal. Cumbria LAY 7NT 


TECHNICAL 

Mr D. J. SMALL, Denbeigh. All Saints Road. Creeting St mary. Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP6 8PJ (Chairman) , 

Mr A. R. COLLINS, 4 Deer's Farm, Wisley. Woking. Surrey GU23 6OH 


Mrs D. EVERETT, Greenacres Nursery. Bringsty. Worcester WR6 STA 

Mr A. W. JONES, Otters Court. West Camel. Somerset BA22 7QF 

Mr D. H. E. ROPE, Clouds. 38 Vernon Crescent. Ravenshead. Nottingham 
NGIS 9BL 
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Barncroft Nurseries 


(R. Warner, S. Warner B.Sc.(Hort) M.I. Hort) 


Plants for heather gardens 


Our policy is to grow all types of plants which we believe associate well 
with heathers. and which may be required to provide the complete 
heather garden — whether it is a single small bed or many acres in 
extent. 

In furtherance of our policy we grow: 


CONIFERS — Over 400 varieties in various sizes — 

From Abies to Tsuga 
SHRUBS AND TREES — over 700 varieties including extensive range 
of ericaceous subjects, and of course 
HEATHERS, more than 400 varieties selected from the 800 or so 
varieties of heathers in our garden and stockbeds and which are now 
available in three sizes: standard in 9cm pots; larger size plants in 
12.5cm pots and specimen size plants in 23cm pots. 


RETAIL OPENING HOURS: The gardens (which extend to over an 
acre) and nursery are open every Friday. Saturday and Sunday from 9 
a.m. until 7 p.m. (or earlier dusk). 

(WHOLESALE AND LANDSCAPE CUSTOMERS 
Monday - Thursday please) 


Dunwood Lane, Longsdon, Stoke-on-Trent 
(Off AS3, 3 miles west of Leek) 
Phone Leek (0538) 384310, 372111 


Plants are obtainable only by collection from the nursery 


MACCLESFIELD 


LONGSDON 


SORRY, STRICTLY NO POSTAL TRADE 
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D & M Everett 


Greenacres Nursery, Bringsty, Worcester WR6 5TA 
Telephone: Bromyard (0885) 482206 


Specialists in Heathers & other Ericaceous 
plants. Gardens open for Charity (see ‘Yellow Book’) 
or by appointment 


EVERSLEY NURSERIES 
10 GRANVILLE AVE. HESKETH BANK 
NR PRESTON, LANCS. PR4 6AH 
GOLD MEDAL WINNER AT SOUTHPORT AND HARROGATE 
Wholesale and retail growers of top quality heathers 


over 250 varieties including new and recent introductions 
HEATHER SOCIETY MEMBERS WELCOME BUT PLEASE PHONE FIRST 


TELEPHONE PRESTON (0772) 812538 
Please send S.A.E. for free catalogue 


OKELL’S NURSERIES 


Specialist wholesale heather. growers, with an annual production of over 
1.5 million quality plants in nearly 200 varieties. 


Regular deliveries throughout the U.K. to garden centres and nurseries. 
Nursery open 7 days a week 9.00 - 5.30 
Heather Society members very welcome. 


More information from:- 
OKELL’S NURSERIES, Duddon Heath, Nr. Tarporley, Cheshire 


Tel: 0829 41587 Fax No: 0829 41587 


Your Nursery could have had its 
name JUST HERE 


Seen by all our members 


Write for special members rates for 1994 
to Arnold Stow Widmour, Limmer Lane, 
High Wycombe HP12 4QR 
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Windlesham Court 
Nursery 


London Road (A30) Windlesham, 
Surrey 
GU20 6LJ 


Ascot (0344) 21456 


WHOLESALE GROWERS OF HEATHERS 
Visits by Heather Society Groups 
welcome but by appointment please 


eciiers: Court Heathers 


West Camel, Yeovil, Somerset. 
Tel: 0935 850285 


(% mile south of A303 trunk road to the south-west) 


We specialise in a wide range of lime-tolerant 

heathers including new and unusual varieties. 

We welcome visitors who wish to see these 
plants established in our own garden. 


Please send 3 first class stamps for catalogue or 
Tel. Marston Magna (0935) 850285 
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BODIAM NURSERY 


We grow over two hundred heather varieties for sale in 
pots, ranging in size from 8cm to 5 litre specimens. 

We have acres of plants for you to choose from. Well 
over a thousand cultivars of shrubs, dwarf conifers, 
azaleas, dwarf rhododendrons, alpine and herbaceous 
plants are propagated and grown for sale to both retail 
and wholesale customers. Many unusual plants are 
offered. 

There is a spectacular view of Bodiam Castle from 
the nursery, which overlooks this beautiful and 
ancient landmark. 

Nearby are the famous gardens at Sissinghurst 
Castle and Great Dixter. 


5% discount for Heather Society Members 
producing proof of membership. 


Opening hours: Every day 9 - 6 (dusk in winter) 


How to find us: On the A21 approaching Hastings (about 14 
miles away) pass through Hurst Green village and take first left 
turning. following signs for Bodiam and Bodiam Castle. The 
nursery 1s just across the river from the castle. 


Bodiam Nursery, Ockham House, 
Bodiam, Robertsbridge, East Sussex 
TN32 5RA 
Tel: Staplecross (0580) 830811/830649 
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WOODLAND NURSERY 


GROWERS OF QUALITY HEATHERS AND CONIFERS 
FOR RETAIL AND TRADE 


Gardiners Lane North 


Crays Hill 

Billericay Open daily 9 till dusk 
Essex CM11 2XE 

Adj A127 Tel. 0268 531915 


BLUE, GOLD, GREEN, AND VARIEGATED DWARF 
AND SLOW GROWING 


QUALITY CONIFERS 


Over 100 varieties conifers; over 200 varieties heathers. 
Many dwarf shrubs. 


Open Mon - Sat. 9,30 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 
H. WARREN & D. WYERS Tel for evening appointments 


10 Outwoods Street Tel: 0283-43913 
Burton-on-Trent, Staffs, DE14 2PJ (evenings) 


M. G. FRYE HEATHERS 


The Willows, Poors Lane North, Daws Heath 
Thundersley, Essex SS7 2XF 


Plants despatched throughout UK 
CATALOGUE FREE (Send stamp) 
NURSERY OPEN DAILY 8 A.M. - Dusk except Wednesdays 


Telephone: Southend (0702) 558467 


Bridge Nurseries 


Dunwich, Nr. Saxmundham, Suffolk, IP17 3DZ. 
(Joan & Brian Godfrey, Tim Wray) 


An expanding Nursery specialising in a wide range of 


HIGH QUALITY HEATHERS 


Mail order in collections of 10. Please send s.a.e. for free Catalogue. 
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Rooted cuttings for the heather enthusiast 


We have 
the new 


the old 


the unusual 


Calluna vulgaris ‘Melanie’ 

Long racemes of white buds (f. diplocalyx) 
which fail to open, Aug-Nov, with dark green 
ciliate foliage. Erect habit. Ideal for cut 
flower. An outstanding new introduction. 


Erica carnea ‘Foxhollow 

Heliotrope (H12) to shell pink (H16) flowers, 
depending on the exposure to the sun, Jan- 
Apr, with yellow foliage, tipped bronze for 
most of the year, which deepens to orange/ 
red in very cold weather. Sparse flowers but 
outstanding foliage. Vigorous, spreading 
habit. 


Frica scoparia ssp azorica 

An erect growing shrub with bright green 
foliage, chiefly grown for its neat habit and 
the characteristic curl in its foliage. Very tiny 
dark chestnut flowers. 


Just three of over 600 cultivars in our frequently up-dated 
catalogue, which gives details of our rooted cuttings, mini- 
plants, | and 2 year plants for mail order or collection, retail 
or wholesale, home or abroad. For our catalogue, please 


send £1 to: 


Denbeigh Heathers 


All Saints Road, Creeting St. Mary, IPSWICH, 
SUFFOLK IP6 8PJ 


Telephone: (0449) 711220 
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